
The following article appeared on NZCPR.  You can read the whole piece here.

It is written by an academic called David Lillis. 

What struck me as a read it was what I have called ‘the language of capitulation.’  

To capitulate, is to give in to something.  It’s to wave a white flag.

There is not doubt David wants to stop co-governance.  He says so at the end. Yet, 
very subtly, on his way to the end, he writes as though the Maori Elite have won. 

They are taking over New Zealand, and we will never stop them.  That is to say, the 
battle is lost.  

David doesn’t say this outright, but ones gets this as one reads between the lines.  

As I said, at the very end, in a wonderful way, he comes right out and says co-
governance is wrong, but on the road to getting there, he engages in a lot of 
capitulation talk.

It’s so so important not to do to write or speak using the language of capitulation.

For if we use the language of capitulation, we send a signal to everyone in New 
Zealand that we, the other 99.5% of Kiwis, the people who are not part of the Maori elite, are either going to be 
defeated, or have already been defeated, by the Maori elite.

Below is what David wrote. Let’s go through it one line at a time, and I will show you what I mean.

When you read below, I comment on what David has written in red italic.  I will follow this format all the way 
through.  This is going to be a 3 part series.  Today’s blog is part three of a three part series.

The reason I am doing this? 

It’s so important that in our communications with friends, family, colleages...whoever, that we don’t use the 
language of capitulation.   Unless I point out what this language is, and how subtle it can be, you won’t know 
what I mean.  So here goes....

-------------------------------------------
David Lillis.

New Zealand is on a difficult path - one of advantaging a small minority on the basis of genetics or self-reported 
ethnicity.

No, New Zealand is not on a ‘difficult path’.  There is a coup1 going on, plain and simple.  Let’s call it for what it 
really is.

1 By ‘coup’ I don’t mean a violent military takeover of New Zealand.  No. Rather I mean a deliberate and well 
planned ‘creaping’ attempt to get control of the country, and in the end, to rule it, and run it i.e. to have a Maori 
government administered by tribal elites. 
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As we proceed along this path our media present co-governance as 
the desirable pathway to our future almost exclusively, and present 
dissenting opinions very rarely.

No, the media has been bought out by $105 Public Interest 
Journalism Fund, so they are paid to tow the party line.  This is 
North Korean style politics.
 
An article from a former mayor of Kapiti Coast is characteristic 
of what gets published in online and print media (Gurunathan, K, 
2022). The author is undoubtedly a very decent human being who has 
contributed much to his community and who has the courage of his 
beliefs and, as a person of color, may well have experienced bias and 
racism and observed these things imposed on others. 

Why do we feel compelled to say ‘nice things’ about people who are 
part of the coup? New Zealand is currently at war.  I don’t ever recall 
from my studies of history, in the name of balance, where the British 
said ‘nice things’ about the Nazis while they were attacking Britain.   

He favours re-defining New Zealand as a bicultural nation and evidently is comfortable with the reality that 
Māori constitute less than 17% of the total population and that very few are full Māori. 

Let’s just say it has it is - Kapiti Mayer Gurunathan (right) is batting for the Maori elite takeover of New 
Zealand. He is all in with the Maori elite. As such, he is an enemy of the state.

However, like others, he appears to cast disagreement with co-governance as racism and appears to discount the 
possibility that dissenters articulate genuinely-held views.
 
He says:
 
“In a changing and challenging world of shifting geopolitics and existential threats, there is a natural 

tendency to hold on to old and familiar cultural 
ideologies.

Oh please! Save me. What he is saying is that the Kiwis 
who don’t want co-governance and the takeover of our 
country by elite Maori are doing so because we are 
hanging on to ‘old and familiar ideologies’.    In reply, 
I would say to Gurunathan “You mean things like 
democracy, one person one vote and all votes of equal 
value, equality, and one law for all people, the literal 
interpretation of the Treaty- are these the old and familiar 
ideologies you mean Gurunathan? You bet we are going to 
hang on to these! We are going to fight you to the death for 
these things.” 

Aotearoa New Zealand is a rare place where a treaty 



between a majority migrant population and an indigenous minority is being interpreted to explore and 
fashion a new identity, new laws and nationhood. 

First, Maori are not indigenous. They came here like all the other settlers. There is also strong evidence that 
other people groups had come to New Zealand well before Maori. 

Second, what Gurunathan is subtly saying is that it is Ok for Maori to be doing what they are doing. Sheesh. 
It’s not Ok to launch a coup.  Gurunathan wants to calm us all down by rewording what’s really going on. 
This is just spin. For Gurunathan, Maori are just “exploring and fashioning a new identity, new laws and 
nationhood.” Like hell they are.   They are militant and dangerous extremists.  Gurunathan is using the 
language of deceit, of capitulation.  He has capitulated, and he has now joined forces with the Maori elite. He 
has been radicalised.  By writing what he has written, he wants you to join him.  

Second, we are not “Aotearoa New Zealand”  We are New Zealand, nothing more, nothing less. In our writing 
and speech, we should never use the word Aotearoa.  To do so is to join in with the Maori elite. To do so is to 
use the language of capitulation. You see, when we starting using Maori words and phrases, we signal to them 
that they have won us over to their coup. 

It’s a difficult task in the best of times, but in a time 
of a contracting economy, this task is about to get 
fractious.

Of course it’s going to get factious. The Kiwis who are 
against the Maori takeover of our country are going to 
fight to the death against this coup.  

[Those who disagree – my words here] are not going 
to help, but surviving the severe test coming up in 
2023 would mature us as a multicultural society in a 
bicultural nation.”

Indeed, there is a natural tendency to hold on to the old and familiar, particularly when we are the main 
beneficiaries. 

This is David Lillis commenting on what Gurunathan was saying.   As such, David is capitulating.  He is 
saying that Maori are not the main beneficiaries of modern New Zealand.   Come on David, I can’t think of 
one service or opportunity or anything in New Zealand where Maori don’t have the same opportunity has 
everyone else.  In fact, in many cases they are given special privilege, such as special entry into medical and 
engineering school. Many are allowed to set up their businesses as tax free entities and in doing so have an 
unfair tax advantage over non Maori businesses.   With the latest farmers tax, non-Maori farmers will be 
taxed, but Maori farmers will not. This list is endless.  So when you say “we” you mean non Maori?   If so, you 
are completely wrong.  On  the contrary, Maori are the main beneficiaries of life in modern New Zealand.  In 
fact, they are a privileged class. 

David says this “.. there is a natural tendency to hold on to the old and familiar, particularly when we are the 
main beneficiaries.”

In reply, Ron Segal, an astuate contributor to this blog, comments thus - “Yes, this is the kind of language that 
doesn’t just capitulate but that entirely supports the Maori power grab, by implying that it (i.e. the elite Maori 


