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'It could lead to violence': James Shaw's
warning about ACT's Treaty of Waitangi
referendum
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Tova O'Brien speaks to David Seymour after his party's historic election night.

Tova

The podcast after the night beforeThe podcast after the night before 00:00:00

SHARE SUBSCRIBE DESCRIPTION

Green Party co-leader James Shaw is warning there could be violence and wide scale
social disruption if ACT Party leader David Seymour is successful in negotiating for a
referendum on the Treaty of Waitangi’s principles.

Seymour has campaigned on ending co-governance and a radical re-think of the Treaty
of Waitangi, which he thinks should go to the country in a referendum. “It’s something
that I think has to happen for New Zealand,” Seymour said in an interview on the Stuff
podcast, Tova.

But Shaw said he would be “horrified to see where that could go”, especially in light of
Australia overwhelmingly rejecting a plan to give greater political rights to Indigenous
people in a referendum on Saturday.

“I think you have just seen the equivalent of that in Australia, where you have a majority
that has voted to continue to override the indigenous rights there, and I think you could
see something very similar here,” he said.
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“If that happens, you will see wide scale social disruption - it could lead to violence.”

National Party leader Christopher Luxon, who will be strategising with his senior
leadership team after Saturday night’s historic election win over the Labour Party, will
face a struggle to keep a strengthened ACT Party “in the box”, Shaw said.

“That is where we will get to see the measure of Chrisophter Luxon as a prime minister:
whether he will seek to understand those concerns and try and rebuild some kind of
national consensus about how we go forward together or whether he acts on the rhetoric
of the campaign.”

Luxon, in his first media stand-up as prime minister-elect on Sunday, promised to unite
the country.
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Te Pāti Māori president John Tamihere, also speaking on the Tova podcast, warned of civil
disobedience which could shut down cities and major centres if a referendum on the
Treaty went ahead.
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“You don't unwind 30 years of hard won incremental treaty jurisprudence overnight with a
tyranny of the majority,” he said.

“There will be significant civil unrest and we don't, nor should, any leader take us down
that track.”

If Māori were backed into a corner on the issue they would have to resort to protest, he
said.

“That protest will be significant, as it should be ... there will be days of national Māori
action and they'll close down Whangarei, Auckland, Tauranga, Hamilton, Wellington.”
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James Shaw, pictured celebrating after the general election win on Auckland’s viaduct, says the
referendum on the Treaty of Waitangi could lead to violence. (File photo)
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