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Our finally completed election  results need to be viewed on several levels. On the 

surface, the change  of government was caused because Jacinda Ardern’s and Chris 

Hipkins’  Labour ministries were weak in personnel and unable to extract even  

respectable performance from the current feeble bureaucracy when dealing  with 

bread and butter issues. Early in the Covid pandemic the ministry  splashed money 

about, contributing to inflation which Kiwis suffered  from disproportionately through 

the world-wide lift in mortgage rates.  Ministers failed to deliver on new housing but 

overall house prices  still subsided when immigration  briefly contracted. Educational  

standards slid for some years prior to 2017 but went into free fall when  Hipkins was 

minister. Constant chaotic restructuring of the health  services produced no discernible 

improvement in services, and none is  yet in sight. There were never-ending cost over-

runs with  infrastructure. Nothing changed for the better when Hipkins became PM  

early this year. His ministry partially collapsed on him, leaving voters  increasingly 

convinced that the whole government needed to be laid to  rest. At the 2023 election 

Labour secured barely half the portion of the  total vote of three years earlier.

 

Dig  a little deeper and it becomes obvious that more serious cultural  issues were 

bubbling below the surface contributing to Labour’s poor  performance at the polls, 

particularly in Auckland where Labour’s  heartland deserted it. For example, most of 

the area covered by the  current electorate of New Lynn first voted for Labour in a by-

election  in 1926 and stuck with the party through thick and thin until the  hapless 

Deborah Russell lost it. Mt Albert, first formed for the 1946  election, stood staunchly by 

Labour until 14 October when a terminally  bewildered Helen White saw the majority 

drop from 21,000 to 20. 

 

What  is now obvious is that Labour lost touch with its electors. As late as  1990 when I 

retired from Parliament my Labour supporters were mainly,  but not entirely, working 

folk, skilled and unskilled workers, public  servants, especially teachers, and a 

smattering of ideologues who  supported Labour’s nuclear-free stance and its 

opposition to any form of  racism. A majority of the large number of Maori in the 

electorate were  on the general roll as were the growing numbers of Pacific Islanders.  

Accelerating numbers of Asian immigrants from China, along with Indians,  many of 

them initially refugees from Fiji following the 1987 coups,  became firm supporters. 

Overwhelmingly, they wanted to work as they  sought to get ahead in their new 

country. 

 

But  a counter movement was underway. After 1974 the Domestic Purposes  Benefit 

emerged as an alternative to a working career for many young  women. By 2006, 

113,000 DPBs were being paid. Coupled with Unemployment  and “Job seeker” 

benefits, more than 10% of the country’s potential work  force are now getting paid to 

do little or nothing. In 2023 more than  40% of them identify as Maori. The growing 

number of Waitangi Tribunal  settlements with iwi saw few of them let the money out 

of tribal  leaders’ control. The Maori aristocracy, with only a few exceptions like  Ngai 

Tahu, accept little or no responsibility for their followers. 

 

However,  over the last twenty years the tribal elites began inventing arguments  that 

under the Treaty of Waitangi Maori were entitled to more and more  from the taxpayer. 

A growth industry in Treaty fiction emerged. Before  long, a 1987 Court declaration that 

the Treaty of Waitangi was  “something akin to a partnership” between Maori and the 

Crown developed  into a call for a 50-50 split in governance over all resources, despite  

Maori numbering barely 17% of the population. There was no notion  amongst the noisy 

elites that they might encourage their followers to  acquire skills. It’s all been a one-

way street. Tribal governance by its  very nature is undemocratic. And as all 

governments have learned to  their cost, when privileges and cash are being 

distributed, there is a  supply and demand problem: demand outstrips the taxpayers’ 

capacity to  supply.

 

The  Ardern-Hipkins government with its big numbers of Maori in the Labour  caucus 

bought into the tribal elites’ argument that special assistance,  to be enjoyed by no 

other ethnicity, should be delivered to Maori. Nanaia  Mahuta was allowed to embark 

on her Three Waters scheme, intended  eventually to deliver control over all water to 

Maori. In the health  sector where it was obvious to everyone that Maori were less 

careful  with their lifestyles than others, and showed fewer signs of giving up  smoking, 

or eating more carefully, or properly parenting their children,  a new separately funded 

health structure was put in place to try to  ensure Maori lived longer. There was 

nothing stopping them from taking  greater care of themselves, or making sure that 

their children received  the multiple services already available to them like childhood  

vaccinations and free GP visits. 

 

This  is where another layer of the 2023 election results becomes  understandable: the 

surge in the Maori Party’s and the Greens’ seats. As  I said, no government promising 

special privileges for any group can  ever fulfil expectations. The Maori Party, with 

support from the  socialist Greens who only have one real environmentalist left 

amongst  them – James Shaw – has kept on pushing for more privileges for Maori.  

Some of them, like Marama Davidson and John Tamihere, are now implying  violence if 

Christopher Luxon’s new government does what has to be done  if we are to survive as 

a multicultural liberal democracy: stopping  special favours on the basis of race. 

Christopher Luxon has one hell of a  challenge ahead of him! But it has to happen, 

despite the threats. 

 

Between  2017 and 2023 Labour’s caucus failed to realise that privileges for  Maori 

were seen by the newer immigrants to New Zealand as penalising  them. The same for 

fourth and fifth generation Pakeha. As more and more  of the tribal elites strutted 

around with tattoos and moko, demanding  additional Treaty “entitlements”, and 

Labour tried to find ways to  satisfy them, first the Chinese, then the others, and finally 

the  Indians, all of whom who had come to New Zealand to work, and to get  ahead, 

joined other Kiwis resenting this racially-charged largesse to  the many who were work 

shy. When Kelvin Davis set about emptying large  numbers (disproportionately Maori) 

out of prisons, and Chris Hipkins  presided over an educational system where on any 

school day six out of  ten Maori kids were truanting, an underclass of out-of-control 

Maori  youngsters joined gangs, converted cars, and ram-raided shops, many  owned 

by Indians. It’s all been out there for everyone to see. Not  surprisingly, the new 

immigrants who dominate in many of Auckland’s  formerly hard-core Labour seats 

turned against Labour. The only people  who couldn’t work this out were Labour‘s MPs! 

When will some kind of  awakening take place? Until it does, Labour is doomed to 

remain in  opposition. Even more, given that it has very few seats left in the  North 

Island, it needs to remember my old professor Robert Chapman’s  dictum that the 

South Island historically has been the graveyard of  dying parties.
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ranee.duff86
39 minutes ago

Like Reply 9 Likes

Very well  crafted article. Clear, concise with facts- thank you. Sheer incompetence for 7 years. 
We all need to support incoming government to grapple with the hard cold reality of what 
they have inherited.. 

stephen.becket
an hour ago

Like Reply 15 Likes

My definition for 'happiness' is having your expectations met. 

It meets every test I've ever given it. 

Using this definition, many Maori (but not all, by any means) are going to be unhappy because 
their expectations have been raised to unrealistic heights by Ardern's Circus. This discontent is 
not going to be because things will change but because they have been led to believe that 
they are entitled to more than the rest of us. This will cause civil unrest and that has to be laid 
at Ardern's feet - no one else.

If we never see her, or her ilk again, it will still be too soon!

stephen.becket
an hour ago

Like Reply 7 Likes

Has Luxon the courage to 'bite the bullet'? He will have if he knows that he has a great deal of 
support to stop this racially based challenge to our society.  We need to make it plain to him 
what our expectations are!

Trevor Hughes
an hour ago

Like Reply 11 Likes

Yes Michael, it's time for the new leadership to grasp the nettle.  We must not continue to go 
down the separatist path.  

ncf
10 hours ago

Like Reply 25 Likes

A month ago Michael warned of media manipulation in the lead-up to the election. Now, in 
the election's aftermath, we can expect to see determined elements within the commentariat 
exaggerating policy differences between the coalition parties, or manufacturing rifts where 
there are none, in an effort to undermine the new government. That tactic should be too 
transparent to work!

aisr
12 hours ago
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Like Reply 25 Likes

"What  is now obvious is that Labour lost touch with its electors" is correct, on a political 
benchmark. On the deeper reasoning, it pursued Ardern/socialist change"ideology" at all 
costs including cost of voter support, and financial common sense (appeased on the basis 
that debt is less than other nations). To invoke an ideology means to make change in essence 
and that always comes at a cost because reality for the most part is ignored. Hence Labour 
had to eventually ignore voters.

An ideology is a collection of ideas. And Ardern had plenty of those, from "being kind", "to let's 
do this", to "kill off immediately oil and gas no matter the consequences", "to increase public 
service indoctrinated employees to create…

gjlander
12 hours ago

Like Reply 21 Likes

Great to read a lucid account. And so perceptrive. Shows the OLDs know athing or two!!! And 
have good long memories.

Bill Robertson
14 hours ago

Like Reply 56 Likes

Beautifully written. I love reading the True Facts.  Not made up Bullshit Crap from the MSM 

Timeforthetruth
14 hours ago

Like Reply 59 Likes

Brilliant article Sir Michael. Statistics don't lie, and the NZ public is sick to death of the child 
abuse, domestic violence, gangs, drug peddling, ram raids while the MSM fawn all over the 
wonderfulness of Maori. None of us buy into it. Radicals threaten all you like, Te Pati Maori, 
MD. WJ, the party is over and the day of reckoning is near!

steve
14 hours ago

Show More

Like Reply 4 Likes

The "special" assistance Michael Bassett refers to is to help reduce the poorer outcomes of 
Maori in the areas he mentions - high DPB numbers, unemployment and school truancy, gang 
membership and youth crime and poor health outcomes. 

He may call this "special" assistance , but it is the duty of a government to care for the citizens 
regardlesss of their ethnicity. It's not because of their ethnicity that Maori get more assistance, 
its because Maori are over represented in these groups and in more need of assistance.  Is 
achieving better outcomes that match the rest of the population really that "special"?

Michael's uncomplicated solution is that Maori can take greater care of themselves, but if that 
were the only…

tjalling.jonker
14 hours ago

Like Reply 56 Likes

it is quite shocking to hear politicians like jackson and davidson not just warning but promising 
widespread 'unrest' if there are any changes made to the status of the treaty by the 
government.

where is this country heading?

Janine
14 hours ago
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Like Reply 75 Likes

Disappointingly, only a very few New Zealanders voted for change. While the results of the 
election appear favourable, we still have a majority in this country who don't have a correct 
appreciation of our history and seem to think that it is acceptable for one section of the 
population to have special rights and privileges. 
This includes the Green Party, The Maori Party, The Labour Party and it's yet to be determined 
whether the National Party are also in this camp. That's an awful lot of elected representatives.

We cannot make any progress until our elected representatives see us as equal citizens. 
The Foreshore and Seabed needs to return to Crown ownership, the PIJF needs to be 
defunded, the Maori…

ron
15 hours ago
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Like Reply 83 Likes

The election results for me disappointingly fail to reflect awareness of and any serious 
understanding of the implications of this country's drift to Maorification. For example unless 
the National coalition quickly changes the law, after the very recent appeal court ruling, Maori 
tribes will effectively own the entire NZ coastline out to 12 nautical miles, that is many billions 
of dollars of the nation's assets. However given only ACT and NZ First promised to stop this 
kind of rot that's a very big majority (> 80% I think) for whom the nation caving in to activist 
Maori demands was clearly not a major vote shifting issue. To have any chance of turning this 
around Seymour and Peters will need to…

Kloyd0306
15 hours ago

Like Reply 39 Likes

Julian has nailed it (below).
Luxon will fold. It's what woke CEOs do when the going gets tough.
The left merely dropped Labour and went Greens and Maori.
It's temporary. They were never going to swap over to National and partners.
Hell, with NZF the left could still form a government so the result is nothing like a wipe-out.
The country needs a major realignment but under Luxon and his bunch of wokesters, not 
much will change.

Publisher NZ
16 hours ago

Like Reply 8 Likes

 This article by Michael Bassett 
 is, as usual, an extremely good
  summation of what’s going on.
   To fully understand why racial 
      division is rampant in NZ
         check out this website 
            by clicking on here
              www.thetruth.nz
               or if you’re wary
            of clicking on Links
            just type it into your
      URL Address Search Bar

aisr
16 hours ago
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Like Reply 17 Likes

Lest we also forget the Ardern ideology of adopting UN directives to appear "wonderful" on 
the world stage where she now careers for recognition. Governments stuck on ideology, 
indeed societies over history that became ideological, always fail in the end. UNDRIP required 
the Ardern administration to pursue it, and indeed UN sent her a report card to improve. 
Against that reality the political spin simply use the off-the-cuff remark "UNDRIP is not law". 
That status has become a platitude in the face of government initiatives to insert coercive 
agenda to comply with it. The day NZ signed UNDRIP under Sir Pita Sharples flight to the UN 
at Sir John Key's directions were game-changing for NZ and costly beyond imagination for…

Andy Espersen
16 hours ago

Show More

Like Reply 57 Likes

Bravo, Michael Basset. A clear, properly historical overlook on all this. 

I copy and paste your conclusive remark  : "Christopher Luxon has one hell of a  challenge 
ahead of him! But it has to happen, despite the threats. "

Yes, indeed.  And may I add  that not just Luxon but all of our newly elected legislators have 
one hell a challenge before them.  Very particularly the National MPs should now sit down to 
carefully consider changing their minds on many issues  (most particularly NetZero 
legislation).   ACT and NZ First have already clearly indicated where they stand. 

Let militant Maori rave, rant and bellow to their heart's content. In New Zealand Parliament is 
supreme. Luxon now stands a fantastic chance to…

Hancock
16 hours ago

Like Reply 44 Likes

Personally I think David Seymour, Chris Luxon and Winston Peters are more than up for the 
challenge. Not that we think Governments have that much control in these modern times. 

Julian Batchelor
16 hours ago

Show More

Like Reply 88 Likes

Michael, you say "Christopher Luxon has one hell of a  challenge ahead of him! But it has to 
happen, despite the threats."  

This is the jewel in the crown of what you have written. 

Gut feeling? 

Luxon will cave in. Activist Maori all over are 
threatening mass protests, even violence if 
Luxon stops the gravy train.  They are 
deliberately trying to put the willies up 

Luxon.  Why?  Because it worked with John Key.  Watch THIS.

What does 'cave in' mean? 

Luxon is going to scuttle Seymour's referendum.  He is going to implode under pressure from 
activist Maori intimidation, bullying, threats of protest and even violence. But he is also 
predisposed. How do we know? 

Think about it.  

First, Luxon has…

Al Bourne
16 hours ago
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Like Reply 56 Likes

What  is now obvious is that Labour lost touch with its electors.
Not by much in reality.
If the electorate had their heads screwed on correctly labour would have only got 10 seats at 
the most but slow down a bit and have a look at how close it was in reality.
We will be having a Govt formed by three  parties'
The National Party has 48 seats .Labour Party which has 34 seats,and the support of 
something like 21 seats ,51 seats which is nothing like the hiding they deserved. .
Yes I know National has the support of ACT and NZ1st of 19 seats but the majority is very small 
and clearly indicates that not enough NZrs are…

Sande Ramage
16 hours ago

Like Reply 26 Likes

Thank you Michael. I'm just back from The Free Speech Union gathering in Christchurch. 
Equally as inspiring. 

Unknown member
17 hours ago

Like Reply 102 Likes

by Hugh Perrett
Michael Bassett is right on . The non-Maori New Zealand public  ( 84 pc  plus of the population 
) have had an absolute gutsful of Maorification  and the deposed Government’s racially-
preferential   and ideologically obsessive Maorification agenda. . 
The new Government has a major job to do dismantling  all this and recapturing  and 
reinstating  our democratic system and democracy .  DO IT THEY MUST THOUGH —— 
TOTALLY WITHOUT COMPROMISE .                               AND THEY MUST NOT IN ANY WAY 
ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BE DISSUADED. !!
Hugh Perrett

craftsmennz
17 hours ago

Show More

Like Reply 76 Likes

Thank you, Dr. Michael Bassett, for the history and summation that has brought us to this 
point.  It staggers me that other New Zealanders cannot see the truth of the current chaos. 
Will the new government redeem anything lost under the Labour Lunacy? I doubt it.  Why?  
Because we don’t see Luxon as a fighter.  He’ll cave in.  He is another puppet on a string.  The 
global puppeteers will be pulling Luxon’s strings all the way.  There is some hope in Seymour 
and Peters.  But can these two put aside their petty squabbles to stand in unison for what 
really matters?

So, what does really matter? What is the core, the foundational issue that has got our brilliant 
nation into…

Gerard
17 hours ago

Like Reply 71 Likes

Excellent - a fresh and concise summary of what happened and why. Thank you Michael.

I fully support the point that the new government must do what MUST BE DONE.  Just 
because there might be violence is simply not a reason not to do what is RIGHT.  And we will 
not be subject to threats by those Tamihere and Davidson creatures. I will spit tacks if we don't 
go ahead with a referendum on the Treaty.

Henry Hobson
17 hours ago

Show More

Like Reply 46 Likes

H

I think that what needs to happen is to have a binding referendum on The Treaty of Waitangi. 
Also we need to get away from having special priviledges for the Maoris. We are all one 
people. Let us make sure that all children attend school, and we all have the same access to 
Medical Services. Let us now put a stop to Treaty Settlements once and for all. The closing 
date should now be the end of next year 2024. Any that are lodged after that "goodbye" The 
incoming Government has got a real challenge in front of it, but if they work together we, as a 
country, will make it and be better off for it. I think having…

Ben W
17 hours ago

This article does not go far enough. Racial separatism was very real under Labour, but they 
tried to divide us on a number of other identity politics issues too. Rambo-wannabe firearms 
owners were accused of being the partly to blame for the Christchurch atrocity. Greedy 
farmers were the cause of climate change. Anyone wanting national energy self-reliance was 
seen as a climate villain. The unvaccinated were trying to kill your grandmother and were 
actively spreading covid amongst the good compliant population like the vermin they are. 
Anyone wanting better economic management was called selfish, and accused of hating 
beneficiaries, and being transphobic, homophobic, Islamophobic, racist, and all the usual 
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generic and meaningless woke insults. Every step of the way the…

Picker N Grin
17 hours ago

Like Reply 60 Likes

Maori have no trouble going to a supermarket, pub, fast food outlet, liquor stores, Playing 
guitars/drums, WINZ, vape shops, buying a car, going to a garage, and every other outlet that 
we use in everyday life EXCEPT doctors, hospitals and (sometimes)schools, Why is this/what 
is it that make maori demand special treatment in these areas, seems their minds go blank 
when it comes to medical and education. Is this part of the refusal to take responsibility? or 
are they just 'swinging the lead', so to speak

Octavian Augustus
17 hours ago

Show More

Like Reply 24 Likes

"...what has to be done  if we are to survive as a multicultural liberal democracy: stopping  
special favours on the basis of race."

It's a shame Bassett (and his mistake is a very common one) completely fails to understand 
that multiculturalism and democracy are necessarily incompatible, because they inevitably 
lead to the "special favours on the basis of race" that Bassett decries. If you don't want racial 
distinctions to be a factor in politics, then you cannot have racial distinctions among the 
populace, at least to any significant degree. 

Think of the most racially (and by implication, culturally) homogenous society imaginable: no 
special favours based on race feature in such a society, simply because everyone is the same 
race and…

Aaron Shanahan
17 hours ago
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Like Reply 63 Likes

Look. This is  as blunt and as  rough as it gets from me, please bear with,  because I'm about 
to launch.  
Labour lost, rightly so.  Because,  through the lens of a tradesman they proved to be 
absolutely fucking useless and utterly incompetent at anything they attempted.  They lost 
their heart, their ability to connect and ,,most importantly,  they lost those traditionally aligned 
to themselves,  by marginalizing those important to their survival,  calling them out for non 
conformity and a self belief in themselves that differentiated them from the party line. 
Let me tell you straight up. And this is arrow straight up. 
Labour, as they stand now, to an ordinary working class person are nothing more than a 
slogan loaded…

Macademia
17 hours ago

Like Reply 40 Likes

Yes, covers it well what is happening here.
 However, let's not forget NZ are just "useful fools" in the decolonisation world wide agenda as 
aptly mentioned in the previous post by Doug Stokes. Our Universities, education system (and 
MSM) are pushing it hard with the white guilt and rejecting anything seen as "European". 

Oh and the "The Tyranny of the Majority" is now " The Tyranny of the Minorities"  Our beloved 
Shaneel Lal keeps spouting his "Opinions" in the Herald: 
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/lifestyle/shaneel-lal-whats-so-offensive-about-the-prefix-
cis/LUX5GXK5NZGZHNLB7UMW3Z76O4/

Semperfi
17 hours ago

Like Reply 62 Likes

They refused to listen, they refused to see, they refused to act. Their demise was swift and 
painful. This is a warning to the new coalition. We are not stupid, we are not blind, we are not 
tolerant of poor governance.

KevOB
18 hours ago

Like Reply 60 Likes

Hipkins govt didn't just collapse He got buried.
Luxon needs upholding, it will be terrible for him. Peters and Seymour will need sustenance 
too..

Maori activists have got too greedy and their aspirations for control of all NZ and Cheiftanship 
are outside NZ law. The Treaty is not re-deifinable. Maori cannot govern separately either 
under the Crown. 

brentonbeach
18 hours ago

Like Reply 35 Likes

Much as I hate Labour, if Michael and the old-style Labour MPs had been in the 5th Labour 
Government and running it, we would not be in the mess we are now. Unfortunately, the 
National-led Government will have to cause a lot of pain to the electorate to fix this mess. The 
question is, as presented by Bassett, is does the electorate and the Government have the 
stomach for it? I sincerely hope so. The other question is that if Labour does die out - what will 
take it's place?

kiwijinxter
18 hours ago

Like Reply 40 Likes

Next time a political party puts out vacuous slogans like, "Let's do this" or "In it for you", New 
Zealanders better have learnt their lesson well in the past 6 years of political, social and 
economic hell unleased upon us.

Gazza
18 hours ago

Like Reply 59 Likes

A superb summation of the causes of the election outcome by Michael Bassett. Why have 
none of our prominent senior political journalists been upfront over the last week and looked 
the political ineptitude of the Labour Government in the face  and relayed the home truths to 
their readers, listeners and viewers? The PIJF is as good as finished and it’s time to stop 
sucking on the public teat. 

lynnsam112
18 hours ago

Show More

Like Reply 76 Likes

Very well said Michael.......Labour have created their own destiny and that is, on the scrap 
heap......long may they stay there...

The incredible damage that that party has done to New Zealand is monumental and criminal, 
NOT one of them will be charged with treason, criminal intent, theft of tax payers money, the 
abysmal financial incompetence, the reckless borrowing, the crash of the Health system, the 
destruction of the Education system, the racial division, the list is endless.......and they still are 
scratching their heads, wondering why New Zealanders turned on them......

The queen witch, Ardern should be brought back to New Zealand to stand trial for her part. 
She should never be allowed near any level of power ever again.....

Luxon…

chris.wikaira
18 hours ago

Like Reply

Pity Dr Bassett can't stick to facts and his usually good analysis of politics.  Especially, from 
last century when he was in Parliament..  His made up stuff on Maori grows wearisome.  But, 
he doesn't need to care about accuracy when he's playing to an audience that knows even 
less.  

winder44
18 hours ago

Like Reply 65 Likes

Excellent! Should be on the front page on the NZ Herald. I won't hold my breath.
Change is here. let's make sure we, the people, keep the Coalition honest.
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