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Opinion

he most important thing centrists and conservatives need to
remember about the left is that they never, ever take “No” for an
answer. No matter how many times they’re democratically told to

shove off, the left scream and stamp their feet and hold their breath until
they get their way.

And this is the lesson centrists and conservatives always forget. Every time
the left throws their little tanties, the rest of us give in, thinking, ok, just give
them this and they’ll finally shut up.
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But as any child psychologist will tell you, that’s only ever a recipe for more
tantrums, and even bigger demands.

Even if we don’t give in, though, we’ve got to keep a sharp eye on the radical
left: because, as soon as our backs are turned, they’ll try to sneak in and get
their grubby little paws in the bikkie jar.

We’re seeing it (yet again) in Australia, in the aftermath of the “Voice”
referendum. First, the tears, tantrums, and breath-holding. Now, the sneaky-
thievery, trying to tacitly enact by legislation what was rejected at
referendum.
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And in New Zealand?

You better believe, despite the election result, that the radical left is steaming
ahead with co-governance by stealth. As is too often the case, local councils
full of tilty-headed numpties are the useful idiots of the far left.

Iwi and councils at the top of the South Island have strengthened their
strong relationships, agreeing to work more closely across the region.

The chairs of the eight iwi, Ngati Apa ki te Ra To, Ngati Kuia, Ngati Koata,
Ngati Rarua, Ngati Tama ki Te Waipounamu, Ngati Toa Rangatira,
Rangitane o Wairau, and Te atiawa o te Waka-a-Maui and the mayors of
Marlbrough, Tasman and Nelson signed the Together Te Tauihu
agreement in Nelson.

The agreement has strong support from the three councils, with both
Tasman and Nelson councils voting unanimously in support.

And ratepayers and residents? Most of them are probably completely
unsuspecting.

The story was sent to us by a BFD reader who says, “As a resident of that
area, I never heard a peep of this. My wife saw this in the Maori news.”

Certainly don’t go looking for it on Nelson council’s website. Unless you know
the specific (Te Reo, naturally) title of the agreement, you won’t see it on the
front page of their website (although you will find dedicated buttons for
“Covid-19” and “Climate Change”). You certainly won’t find the words “co-
governance”.

The same goes for Tasman and Marlbrough councils.

So, what is the agreement, exactly?

“This is a significant milestone, for all of Te Tauihu, for all of our
communities and it is important to firstly acknowledge the work of many
across the region over many years to establish more meaningful
relationships, strengthen ties and achieve better outcomes.

“It shows we’re all here to talk, we’re here to participate, we don’t always
have to agree, but we are here for the long haul for the betterment of all. It
reminds us of our obligations and our opportunities.”

Hall said the agreement recognised the important and unique roles that
iwi and councils play in the cultural, social, environmental and economic
wellbeing of Te Tauihu and provided a framework to weave the aspirations
of all parties more closely together so Te Tauihu was strengthened as a
region.

So, a bunch of meaningless, vague motherhood statements. None of the
council websites carry any clearer information in their news releases.

If you actually bother to download the agreement and wade through the first
six pages entirely in Te Reo, you’ll get to bureaucratic waffle of such
staggering clarity as this:

A waka relies on the synchronised efforts of all its passengers to propel it
forward. Similarly, this agreement relies on the commitment of the
partners to work in harmony and a desire to share in decision-making.
Together, we are stronger.

The impenetrable waffle continues for a full 31 pages (16 of them in Te Reo
only, the rest a muddy mish-mash), without ever saying anything concrete.

Although there are ominous phrases like these:

This extends far beyond recognition of a geographical location and an
agreement of partners […]

These settlements acknowledge the past injustices and seek to provide
redress […]

We commit to ensuring our actions and decisions are informed by cultural
values and tikanga, seeking input from cultural advisors when necessary
and respecting the unique mana of each of the iwi in Te Tauihu.

And, of course, there are oblique references to the foundational conceits of
co-governance: UNDRIP and “the evolving principles of Te Tiriti”.

The new government can’t bring on a referendum on the Treaty soon enough.

Even then, though, Kiwis will have to keep a sharp eye on what the left is
trying to sneak in through the back door.
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Somewhere in the legislation, past or present there must be safeguards written in that
protects the ratepayers from council malarkey, self indulgence, blaggery, malfeasance and
disposition of power etc., ad infinitum that cover this current rort that has neither been
discussed, approved or voted on by the ratepayers. If there isn't, our new coalition
government should make it so.
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I absolutely agree.
If they all want to get together from time to time and wallow in self pity and
compare bruising sustained from an uncaring community god bless them. Just as
long as it is in their own time, at their own expense.
There are a huge number of organisations, clubs, churches and societies who
regularly meet to help put the world to rights.
In Nelson the cycling community have been especially successful in their lobbying
for cycleways. I note also that they are very lightly if ever used.
Te Tauihu is just one more.
Time to stop the rort. If it brings them pain so be it.
I have no problem if they suffer for their beliefs.
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Somewhere there needs to be accountability. Why are these people able to push these changes
through without the commitment/knowledge of the people. Even when the people seek to
have their voices heard, they are overruled, prevented from attending sections of meetings,
ignored, shunned or ridiculed, or council members refuse to attend public initiated meetings
to address their concerns. Somewhere in the past 15 - 20 years these bureaucrats at both Govt
and Council level have convinced themselves that they have all the knowledge, power and
rights and the people are now subject to their decisions, and must cough up and pay for
whatever policies, directives they deem as being suitable for the people. The people have little
to no say these days whatsoever it appears.

The people pay for it all and MUST from here on in have a major say in decision making. I'm
over the arrogrance of these bureaucrats who seem to believe they have all the power,
knowledge and their decisions are more correct than others. There are far more practical,
sensible, level headed, experienced and knowledgable people within New Zealand than they'd
ever admit to in their arrogance. They don't often consult the private sector and you'd have to
ask why. I have my opinions on this and it's all to do with scratching backs and safety to
ensure the answers thy receive fit the model or direction they are aiming for. Anyone not in
their clique is a risk.
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I am not OK to read that amongst the CEO of our Local Authorities attributes listed on
reappointment is "making progressive steps towards stronger te tiriti (sic) partnerships for
the council".

The word usage "te tiriti" is not appropriate in an otherwise english worded sentence. It takes
the script down to pidgin level.

As a ratepayer, I do not see any treaty partnership being required at all. Certainly do not see
how multiple treaty relationships are required or practical if sensible use is being made of the
rates imposed by law on ratepayers. I am not convinced a Responsiveness Manager for one
race is justified nor the specialised staff reporting to the Manager.

The local authority does not handle the grievance stuff being continually resurrected; that is
the role of the Waitangi Tribunal while it remains in existence. Thus I do not wish to pay tax,
and reading the Nelson nonsense, rates, to pay redress for real, imaginary, or recently
concocted grievance.

I certainly do not want civic matters handled according to "tikanga" or someone else's
"cultural values". The local authority should be secular in all matters. "Tikanga" and culture of
an ethnic group cannot be the rule applied to all.

The 1840 Treaty, and the subsequent radical revision of meaning is not helping this
community or the country.

I am agreeing with the proposals by ACT that the three articles of the original were clear
enough and were accepted by Chiefs signing after extensive discussions. Sovereignty was
exchanged for protection by the Crown and all were to be seen as equal. No sure a referendum
is needed but good sense and a practical approach is.

I have no wish to be a second class citizen or subject to one groups view on how the world
works. I want a secular administration both centrally and locally. That excludes "tikanga" and
any other associated theories or notions on how a communities, or the countries
administrative work is undertaken.
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What I really don't understand is why the alleged Left want racist policies. Who benefits from
this?
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Co-governance by
Stealth Is Still Going
Local councils sneak in agreements with Iwi

by Lushington D. Brady  20 December, 2023 1:00 pm
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You've got to keep a sharp eye on the bastards The BFD. Photoshop by Lushington

Brady.
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