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GRAHAM ADAMS: TVNZ’s naked bias on display
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The state broadcaster’s lack of balance is dismal.
 

Given the widespread mistrust of mainstream media and accusations of bias, it seems 

extraordinary that New Zealand’s taxpayer-owned broadcaster TVNZ seems to be 

going out of its way to prove that it is — as its detractors claim — incurably partisan.

 

Last week, a column by John Campbell appeared on TVNZ’s website titled: “Are we on 

the cusp of something new or something old?” He portrayed the coalition government 

as likely to be extremely damaging to the nation’s future and decried the “resentment 

populism” of Act and New Zealand First. He lamented that New Zealand was “entering 

an age of unenlightenment”. And much more in that vein.

 

Campbell is perfectly entitled to his opinion, and to express it. It is only a problem 

because he happens to be TVNZ’s Chief Correspondent. How, for instance, will he be 

able to interview ministers and other influential people, or write about any government 

policy, with even a veneer of objectivity after he has nailed his political colours so 

firmly to the mast?

 

A similar problem with balance was apparent last month after the government had 

announced it intended to review the effectiveness of MAPAS — the preferential 

admission scheme for Māori and Pasifika medical students.

 

A segment on 1News’ six o’clock bulletin began with newsreader Simon Dallow 

announcing: “The head of Auckland’s medical school is deeply concerned programmes 

that give Māori and Pasifika preferential entry could be under threat.”

 

Māori Affairs Correspondent Te Aniwa Hurihanganui then reported that, overall, Māori 

make up “fewer than 5 per cent of doctors” while “for Pasifika it’s under 3 per cent”. 

However, she never mentioned that 30 per cent of places at Auckland’s Medical School 

last year went to MAPAS candidates.

 

Hurihanganui concluded her brief report with: “A battle to justify decades-old 

programmes [is under way] while diversity in the [medical] workforce remains a big 

issue.” 

 

The latter claim is arrant nonsense — as anyone who has engaged with the public 

health system and its melting-pot of nationalities knows.

 

A NZ Medical Council report showed that, in 2022, 6.6 per cent of doctors were Chinese 

and 6.2 per cent Indian. Nearly 12 per cent were classified as “other non-European”. 

When Māori and Pasifika doctors are added, it’s very difficult to argue plausibly that 

ethnic diversity is a problem. However, it fits with the common accusation by 

mainstream media that New Zealand’s health system is deeply racist.

 

The council’s report also noted: “The proportion of NZ European/Pākehā doctors is 

decreasing. Three-quarters of doctors identified as NZ European/Pākehā in 2000 but 

this figure was down to just under 46 per cent in 2022.”

 

This didn’t stop Dallow announcing: “The medical workforce is overwhelmingly 

Pakeha” — or Hurihanganui repeating the claim. In fact, given that Pakeha make up 

more than 60 per cent of the population, a figure of 46 per cent means Pakeha are, in 

fact, significantly under-represented.

 

Three days later on Breakfast, host Jenny-May Clarkson interviewed two senior 

academics in the Medical and Health Sciences faculty at Auckland University, Sir Collin 

Tukuitonga and Professor Warwick Bagg. Both are passionate advocates for the MAPAS 

programme and they were effectively given eight minutes on air to extol its virtues. 

 

Bagg began by declaring himself to be “deeply disappointed” that “this [topic] is even 

under discussion and we don’t understand why it is under discussion”.

 

Unfortunately, Clarkson’s soft-ball questions meant viewers would have had no idea by 

the end of the segment either. Asked if the programme was working, Bagg pointed to 

the fact that many more Māori and Pasifika students were entering the medical 

profession — which doesn’t say anything about how effective they are in improving the 

health of their people.

 

The academics weren’t asked how many MAPAS graduates actually end up working as 

doctors among their ethnic communities, or pressed further on why Māori and Pasifika 

uniquely require a doctor that comes from their own ethnic background.

 

Bagg’s attempt to illuminate that point was hardly compelling: “If you are a Māori 

woman with a breast lump and the only doctor in town is a Pakeha male, you might be 

reluctant to go and see that person. You might not, but you might be reluctant. 

Whereas if you have the option to see a Māori doctor, you may well present earlier and 

get the treatment you need.”

 

Unfortunately, there are too many “mays” and “mights” in that explanation to make it 

even vaguely convincing.

 

David Seymour has made it clear that: “If we find [MAPAS] is getting more Māori and 

Pasifika into medicine, that they are staying in medicine in such a way that they treat 

more Māori and Pacific patients and that the presence of Māori and Pacific medical 

graduates is more effective at helping those Māori and Pacific patients than doctors or 

nurses from other ethnicities, then, sure, I think it should continue.”

 

The question of why Bagg and Tukuitonga are opposed to a review of the programme if 

it is working as well as they claim wasn’t put to them either. Surely if the professors’ 

enthusiastic endorsement is well-founded, it will pass with flying colours.

 

Certainly, anyone watching these items on 1News and Breakfast would likely conclude 

there is no need for a review — which perhaps was the point of airing them.

 

Marked resistance towards another government initiative is also on display in “Trick or 

Treaty? Indigenous Rights, Referendums and the Treaty of Waitangi”.

 

The 25-minute documentary — funded by NZ on Air — is the latest in a series of six 

“mini documentaries” broadcast on TVNZ+ as part of Mata Reports presented by 

Mihingarangi Forbes.

 

Forbes’ aim is to show how right-wing networks in Australia allegedly teamed up to 

smash Australia’s Indigenous Voice to Parliament — and how similar malign influences 

will conspire to sway opinion to favour David Seymour’s proposed referendum on the 

Treaty principles.

 

Forbes seeks to explain how a significant majority in mid-2022 who supported 

establishing an independent body to advise on issues affecting Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islanders collapsed to 40 per cent just over a year later in the referendum.

 

The answer, according to Forbes and her interviewees, lies largely in the influence of a 

network of well-funded, neoliberal lobby groups which instilled fear into Australian 

voters. This network — “bankrolled by some of Australia’s richest people” — is 

ultimately funded by “oil and gas, mining and uranium interests”. Forbes says these “oil 

and gas interests oppose Indigenous rights that could threaten the fossil-fuel industry”.

 

What viewers aren’t told is that the Yes campaign was funded generously by a majority 

of the nation’s biggest companies, including powerful mining and energy corporations.

 

BHP and Rio Tinto donated $A2 million each, while resource giants Woodside Energy, 

Newcrest and Origin Energy, among others, publicly advocated for the Yes vote. The 

Minerals Council of Australia backed it too.

 

The ‘big four’ accounting firms PwC, EY, Deloitte and KPMG were in support, as were 

the ‘big four’ banks and Telstra, alongside supermarket chains Coles and Woolworths 

and insurer IAG. Qantas decked out three planes in Yes livery and offered free flights for 

Yes campaigners.

 

In fact, big businesses and networks of philanthropists stumped up so much money — 

totalling tens of millions — some analysts claimed it hurt the Yes cause by making 

voters feel as if they were being steamrolled by the nation’s elites.

 

The role corporate Australia played in pushing for a Yes vote along with generous 

donations was widely reported. That this is not mentioned even once by Forbes or her 

interviewees is an indictment on the integrity of the documentary.

 

Of course, admitting that inconvenient fact would destroy the narrative of a wealthy 

and shadowy neoliberal cabal skewing the playing field against Indigenous influence 

(and climate action) wherever it can.

 

The Australian Electoral Commission won’t reveal how much was donated to each side 

of the campaign until April but not having those final figures appears to have been no 

deterrent to Forbes presenting her thesis of sinister right-wing forces — in thrall to a 

global movement called the Atlas Network — queering the debate against the Yes 

campaign.

 

Forbes also frequently takes her viewers for fools. At the beginning of the 

documentary, activist Thomas Mayo, who has Torres Strait Islander heritage, warns 

New Zealanders hoping to defeat a Treaty principles referendum: “You [will] have to be 

ready for the tactics of intimidation that will come, to try and silence you.”

 

The same warning is repeated at the end.

 

Unfortunately for Mayo’s credibility, a wave of dire predictions — which seem to many 

to be veiled threats — have come almost entirely from those opposed to a referendum. 

Former Labour Cabinet minister Willie Jackson has predicted “war” if it goes ahead; 

Greens co-leader James Shaw foresees “wide-scale social disruption that could lead 

to violence”, while former Kapiti Mayor K (Guru) Gurunathan has alluded to the race 

riots in Malaysia in 1969 which resulted in the deaths of hundreds and widespread 

damage to property.

 

Forbes seems very impressed by freelance journalist Josh Drummond, who has 

created a spider’s web that links centre-right politicians and an array of think tanks and 

lobby groups. The Taxpayers’ Union and the NZ Initiative feature but you have to laugh 

at Drummond’s response when Forbes asks: “How do they get their point across?”

 

Drummond says they are successful because they “take advantage of how the media 

works” by energetically submitting articles for publication and will “always pick up the 

phone, always deliver a soundbite” to journalists.

Less sinister than persistent, you might think.

 

Of course, no documentary opposed to a Treaty principles referendum would be 

complete without at least one person effectively pointing out that democracy 

somehow allows bumpkins and deplorables to vote.In “Trick or Treaty?”, that role is 

played by Treaty lawyer Moana Tuwhare, who tells us most voters don’t understand the 

principles of the Treaty. “Let’s not leave it up to the largely uninformed voting public to 

make a largely uninformed decision about the place of the Treaty,” she advises.

 

The obvious conclusion to draw from her statement is that this constitutional question 

should be solely the domain of people who have been educated correctly lest the 

great unwashed and untutored make a decision she would see as “wrong” or “unfair” 

(which is how Mayo described the No campaign’s victory).

 

Needless to say, “Trick or Treaty?” nowhere acknowledges the $55 million the Labour 

government paid to mainstream media under the Public Interest Journalism Fund and 

how much that has already influenced the debate with its eligibility criteria requiring 

the Treaty to be presented as a “partnership”. Seymour’s proposed referendum, of 

course, is a direct repudiation of that interpretation.

 

While it is true the PIJF announced its last grants in April 2023, many of the projects 

and roles it funded will not end until at least 2025. As NZ on Air put it: “The PIJF has a 

long tail.” 

 

And it is clear that taxpayer funding is still readily available for agitprop like “Trick or 

Treaty?” that pulls out all the stops to thwart a referendum. And TVNZ is willing to 

broadcast and promote it.

 

Graham Adams is a freelance editor, journalist and columnist. He lives on Auckland’s 

North Shore.
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commenting as Johanna
I wonder if the  expat generated newspapers in Chinese Mandarin/Cantonese  and other 
languages which circulate in our main centers  display the same level of woke and political 
bias that our newspapers in English display. Is there a translated version in English for 
comparison?

Do the radio stations (apart from Maori radio ) serving the  non English speaking public show 
the  same level of racist bias,woke and propaganda that RNZ and TVONE  loads upon the 
listening public of our country?

As a once wholly dedicated listener to RNZ I have reluctantly turned it off in favour of 
podcasts and radio originating from the BBC, Australian and Canadian radio. Not the same 
caliber as the radio I once enjoyed…

Viking Al
3 hours ago
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Like Reply 4 Likes

I always thought the Labour Party and it’s zillions of bureaucrats that failed government 
employed, changed our government departments and even St John Ambulance to Māori 
names out of respect for the people and their language. However now I wonder as our health 
services are failing, our infrastructure is failing, our social services are failing the list goes on 
all now under Māori made up names. I am starting to believe Labour gave Māori names to 
these organisations because they knew they were failing so all non thinking Kiwis would say 
‘since the Māori took control of our vital services they have failed. Wake up Māori demand 
your language be removed from failing institutions and realise your friendly smiling socialist…

andrewo200453
3 hours ago

Like Reply 6 Likes

If Māori want more doctors coming from their ranks, maybe they should ensure their children 
attend school regularly?

As for TVNZ and NZ on Air, Melissa Lee has the whip handle as Minister of Communications. 
It's up to her to cut off the money supply until they show some balance. I'm sure that money 
could be put to better use. 
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You know the feeling you get when you know full well you're been bullshitted to, and the 
person that is spouting the crap and flinging it in your face swears black and blue they're not 
telling you porkies? Even when the writings on the wall , plain as bloody day there they are, as 
bent as a nine bob note and proclaiming their innocence. Honestly, these people make me 
mad, but you've got to laugh at their protestations of innocence. It's nothing more than 
downright pathetic. they can see fit to poke more shit inside them than an R.SOLE takeaway 
effluent collection truck( Murray im sorry but that name of that truck is brilliant) and , typical of 
all leftist…
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I'm 76 and like hlphill I look back with yearning to the "golden days" of newsreaders like 
Dougal Stevenson et al when one could rely on the facts being presented with no ego or 
histrionics and one was credited as having the intelligence to make up one's own mind. I 
expect in the eyes of many this makes me an old fogey but since I have no investment in 
being seen as one of what passes for the zeitgeist this hardly troubles me. I stopped 
voluntarily watching TV news about 25 years ago and relied on the National programme but 
even that has declined so far in quality that I consider it unreliable now. I might not have been 
so…
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PIJF. Public interest?? Seems that public interest has been totally ignored, and all interest has 
been diverted to minority interest groups. And we all know the groups that are being 
favoured, and it is not us, the silent majority.
Things will, and must change. Time will tell!
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Adams quotes Seymour as saying that if the MAPAS process is more effective at helping 
those Māori and Pacific patients than doctors or nurses from other ethnicities, then, it should 
continue.

Effectiveness is clearly the key criterion here (as opposed to say, the morality of race based 
selection) but it will require some research to produce the data. So I would expect the 
proposed review will look closely at how many of the 30% quota have actually stayed the 
course and graduated, where they wound up serving the public and whether they would have 
qualified for admission anyway by meeting the criteria applied to everybody else. Then there's 
the biggie. How, if any, have Maori health outcomes actually improved in…
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My apologies if its been covered already, but I note that the government in Warsaw got a bit 
peeved at their state TV broadcaster's bias. They've applied their solution. Polish State TV has 
been ....... liquidated...... Hmmmm
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And with Jacindas bridesmaid Jessica Mutch McKay it has all become very clear.

winder44
19 hours ago

Show More

Like Reply 32 Likes

W

When these presenters and others on social media expound their agendas and other 
considerations, are we supposed to accept everything say as truisms? As often they hardly 
dip into the complete essence of the subject. Yet, we, the viewers or listeners, are expected to 
believe all that are pronounced.
Just recently I heard of some Victoria Uni. Graduate that has taken to social media to explain 
the principles of the TOW. to make sure the general population understand it.
 What in God's name is so hard to understand about the three articles the treaty 
contained.
Cannot these people get into their heads that there were no "principles" in the three 
articles, only statements or in plain words, instructions! No principles,…
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The TVNZ talking heads promote division and conflict to get the attention of their viewers.
They have been and continue to promote racial division and conflict between people with 
Maori ancestors and those with European ancestors because viewers are concerned and pay 
attention to it.

The opposition of elected representatives in our current government to the racial division and 
conflict gives these media personalities an o0pportunity to promote the possibility of civil 
unrest, violence and perhaps even civil war to get more attention from viewers.

If, as should happen, voters are allowed to have a referendum and decide that people should 
not be treated unequally because of some of their ancestry, the systemic racism in our 
government institutions would have to stop and…
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20 hours ago
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I

I have just been in the public health system; apart from the lengthy wait, the service was 
excellent. I was treated by a melting pot of different ethnicities including Māori, Pacifica, 
Indian, Chinese, Filipina and Pakeha health professionals, and I saw no reason to judge them 
based on their race, just their knowledge and care. Surely being reluctant to see a male 
Pakeha doctor (getting rarer by the day) is both a sexist and racist attitude in these 
enlightened times?

Secondly, the left-wing, biased and anti-white propaganda (aka dribble) coming from Jenny-
May Clarkson (and her support team) every morning is a disgrace to journalism. Only the woke 
and naive can watch her spout without changing channels the moment she opens…
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T

The Government is going to unremittingly lousy treatment from the media. Reversing a 
culture that has taken many years to be established and become entrenched will take too 
much time and energy.

They should just put all the media assets on the block and sell them off to the highest bidder.

Not one dollar to the media. 

Then Id be insisting that every Government department /agency that has a media buy goes 
through a central procurement process. First I'd have that central agency focus on taking 
advantage of the buying scale. Then I'd have them demand media plans and business cases 
for all advertising spend. I would give the central media agency veto over spend and content. 

This should a)…
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RNZ and TVONE are classified  'public good' institutions funded by the taxpayer. The charter is 
reviewed every 5 years.
The Radio New Zealand Amendment Act received Royal assent from 1 April 2016. The 
legislation makes some amendments to the Radio New Zealand Charter. The updated 
Radio New Zealand Charter is below.The charter 
(1) As an independent public service broadcaster, the public radio company’s purpose is to 
serve the public interest.
(2) Freedom of thought and expression are foundations of democratic society and the public 
radio company as a public service broadcaster plays an essential role in exercising these 
freedoms.
(3) The public radio company fosters a sense of national identity by contributing to tolerance 
and understanding, reflecting and promoting ethnic,…
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T

this utter crap is not confined to tvnz.

it is rife in the print-media as well.  over the recent weeks i have read many so-called "opinion 
pieces" published in the herald all penned by militant maori and without exception anti 
anything and anyone not of that race.

about that maori lady with a lump rather reluctant to see a male "pakeha" doctor? all i have to 
say in response is that stupid, blatantly racist attitude is wholly to blame for the lower life-
expectancy of the "mowdies".

Andy Espersen
a day ago

Like Reply 36 Likes
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Further crystalising  my suggestion below that Melissa Lee needs to  appoint an independent 
editor to deliver the type of broadcasting service Government wants : 

We do NOT  need a "Board of Governors" for our taxpayer-funded public service.  They should 
all be dismissed  - and nobody would miss them.  

We really just need  that one independent, very highly paid journalist of the old school who is 
responsible to the Government of the day for delivering a decent, broadcasting service for 
New Zealand. Only, of course, he/she should NOT be writing editorials!

pj.stuthridge
a day ago

Rule One, do not watch TVNZ. News Hub is a bit better at least.
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Rule One, do not watch TVNZ. News Hub is a bit better at least.
Some of the people mentioned are on a campaign to push their ideologic views every chance 
they get and can't help themselves!

Thank goodness for the New Coalition, I am confident we can rid this country of the rubbish 
we have had to endure over the last 5 years, although the battle will be on, bring on the 
Referendum! We must not back down, over 80% must win!
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“If you are a Māori woman with a breast lump and the only doctor in town is a Pakeha male, you 
might be reluctant to go and see that person. You might not, but you might be reluctant. Whereas 
if you have the option to see a Māori doctor, you may well present earlier and get the treatment 
you need.”

A pointless point.  So in a town with one doctor, changing that doctor to a Maori female would 
be better?  

What if she is a Mahuta look alike? How many 25 year old males would want their equipment 
handled by a Mahuta type? I'm sure many single 25 year old males would want a young 
female doctor 36-24-36 with perky…
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a day ago
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Like Reply 53 Likes

What is so sad about all of this preferential treatment for Māori is Māori are not realising it’s a 
statement from government saying ‘look Māori you can’t make it on your own, just give up you 
need help from the government, and unless you keep us in power you will all fail’ It’s the 
government keeping Māori down by constantly reminding them they are failures without 
government help. And of course there rubbing their hands together in the background are the 
Māori elite collecting the money that goes nowhere except in the pockets of those in the 
know. If I was a thinking educated Māori I would be telling all of these sanctimonious pricks 
both Māori and Pakeha to piss…

Doug M
a day ago
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Excellent article on MAPAS and on media bias. 
Obviously the Government can't hire and fire journalists and news readers etc, but it can hire 
and fire TVNZ board members for a variety of reasons including whether or not those board 
members are implementing appropriate policies on such matters as balance and bias.
The Government can also made public statements on it's expectations regarding such 
matters.
The Government could also state publicly that for the run-out period of the PIJF, it no longer 
requires recipients of the $55 million to comply with the requirement in the PIJF contract, to 
only publish Treaty and Treaty Partnership articles which favoured the previous Government's 
policy and opinions. 
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