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Last Sunday, the Sunday Star-Times recalled on its front page the “fiery debate” 

triggered by my speech to the Orewa Rotary Club just 20 years earlier.  Articles by 

several authors in the same paper brought the debate up-to-date and warned of the 

dangers of ACT’s Treaty Principles Bill, which the National Party’s coalition agreement 

with ACT provides will be introduced into Parliament, will be passed at First Reading, 

and will be referred to a Select Committee – but with no commitment from National 

to support the Bill beyond that.

It is not my role to support any political party, though in the interests of full disclosure 

I am a member of the ACT Party and was very briefly (in 2011) the Leader of ACT.

But what the ACT Party is arguing for is of foundational importance to New Zealand’s 

future.  What is surprising is the reluctance of the other coalition partners to endorse 

ACT’s proposed Bill: historically, both the National Party and New Zealand First have 

had a commitment to equal citizenship.

In recent years, more and more people have been led to believe that the Treaty of 

Waitangi – or Te Tiriti o Waitangi if you prefer – created a partnership between two 

distinct groups of New Zealanders, with those who chance to have one or more Maori 

ancestors (now always with other ancestors as well) having an inherently superior 

constitutional status.  

According to this view, those with some Maori ancestry have a superior right to be 

consulted about a whole range of policy issues, including what may be done with, or 

built on, land which has long been in private ownership.

According to this view, those with some Maori ancestry have a superior constitutional 

right to decide what may be done with water resources, which the rest of us have 

long regarded as being in community ownership.

According to this view, those with some Maori ancestry are entitled to separate 

political representation in Parliament and in local government.

David Seymour totally rejects this interpretation of the Treaty and argues that having a 

society where some citizens have rights which are inherently superior to those of 

other citizens is inconsistent with any reasonable definition of democracy.  He argues 

that we have no future as a democracy if rights are dependent on who our ancestors 

were.

Moreover, he argues that the words of the Treaty actually support what he proposes 

that the Treaty Principles Bill will provide – that the government has the right to rule, 

that we all have rights to our own property, and that all citizens have equal rights.

Really?  The government has the right to rule?  That implies that the chiefs who 

signed Te Tiriti surrendered sovereignty to the Queen.  Certainly.  We know with a high 

degree of certainty what the English words given to the Rev Henry Williams to 

translate into te reo actually said, and they unambiguously envisaged Maori chiefs 

surrendering sovereignty to Queen Victoria.  

The speeches made by the chiefs who read or heard the Treaty in te reo – speeches 

written down at the time by Colenso – show that they fully understood they were 

being asked to surrender sovereignty to the Queen, and some of them strongly 

objected (even though most of them eventually did sign the Treaty).  Speeches made 

by the large number of chiefs who assembled at Kohimarama in 1860 clearly show 

that they accepted the Queen as sovereign.

For most of the years since that time great Maori leaders accepted that the Crown 

was sovereign, with the greatest of these being Sir Apirana Ngata.

And for all of the time since 1840, most Maori New Zealanders have behaved as if they 

accepted that the Crown was sovereign – they have been employed by the state as 

teachers, nurses, doctors, soldiers and sailors, they have paid taxes to the state, and 

received benefits from the state.

It’s interesting to speculate how things would evolve if the notion that Maori have 

inherently superior rights to the rest of us became entrenched.  At the moment, the 

legal definition of a “Maori” is anybody with a Maori ancestor.  That definition almost 

makes sense today, but in three or four generations?  A friend of mine told me several 

years ago that he had 32 great-great-great-grandparents, 15 of whom were from 

England, 10 from Ireland, four from Scotland, two from Wales, and only one Maori.  He 

is legally entitled to join the Maori electoral roll and presumably qualify for other 

government programmes reserved for “Maori”.   That seems ridiculous, but it is only 

slightly more ridiculous than the present situation, where people who had far more 

ancestors who were not Maori than who were are entitled to government 

programmes reserved for Maori.

I have no idea of course what will happen to ACT’s Treaty Principles Bill when it 

comes before Parliament.  But whatever happens to that particular piece of 

legislation, it is imperative that as a community we resolve whether we wish to be a 

democracy where all citizens have equal political rights or whether we want to 

descend further into the awful morass where rights depend on who our ancestors 

were.
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The other issue is what right an individual "Maori" from one tribe has in respect of any decisions 
being made outside of his or her tribal region.  Whilst we are grouping all Maori together what 
fishing rights does a South Island Maori have in the North Island for example?  In reality are we 
creating a series of fiefdoms and vested interests.  That is no only undemocratic but it also 
would prevent Maori being able to drive change even if the majority  wanted to.
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Be Bono would postulate that automatically changing all NZ citizens to Maori  would fix things
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"According to this view, those with some Maori ancestry have a superior right to be consulted 
about a whole range of policy issues, including what may be done with, or built on, land which 
has long been in private ownership."  I'm not sure this is entirely accurate. Individual "Maori" don't 
get consulted, only those at the head of tribal political groups who by definition are politically 
motivated actors with specific agendas and who can become quite entrenched in the power 
that they wield.  Although they are technically accountable to their member I would be 
surprised if it were like any other democratic organisation where they get recycled out every 
few years but rather more like dictators in the way th…
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I have a friend of Scottish ancestry who registered himself on the Maori roll.  No questions 
asked.  Maybe we should all register and the problem would disappear?
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I can honestly say I grew up thinking that you were a racist, Don. I realise I was young, 
indoctrinated and ill-informed. 

You predicted this many years ago and kudos to you.. I am now enlightened, and have, thank 
goodness, completed my political journey.. I've always been a left leaning, nature loving Kiwi, 
but am mortified by how radical the Green Party has become and am beyond disgusted  by 
what has happened to this country under the recent Labour Govt.

We live in a country that someone with < 10%  Maori blood walks around with an attitude, facial 
tattoos, and / or a giant tiki around their neck, and thinking they are a some sort of pure 
indigenous race deservin…
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The burning question is -- will Luxon, Seymour (and possibly, Peters) be showered with mud, 
dildos, eggs or some other example of tribal hospitality?     Michael Joseph was the last decent 
Savage.
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Winston Petter's brother Ian, when National MP for Tongariro from 1990 to 1993, stated,  “It is only 
common sense that we should not have a person with less than 50% of Aboriginal blood, expecting 
all the rights and privileges, that were promised or guaranteed in the Treaty of Waitangi, over his 
fellow New Zealanders”.  Not sure what he meant by, " That were promised or guaranteed in the 
Treaty of Waitangi", but otherwise, his statement was correct. .
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The Tiriti o Waitangi, “Just 1 of 6 Documents”.
 
The Tiriti o Waitangi was just 1 of 6 Documents that made New Zealand into a British Colony 
with a Governor and Constitution that set up New Zealand’s political, legal and justice systems 
under one flag and one law, irrespective of race, colour or creed. But Governments have 
completely ignored the other 5 documents that have allowed the Tiriti o Waitangi to be 
manipulated and mis-interpreted never intended by those who signed it in 1840.  The Six 
Documents are,
 
1.    Letter from the 13 Ngāpuhi Chiefs – 1831. The government ignores the letter the 13 Ngāpuhi 
chiefs wrote to the King of England asking him to be their guardian and…
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 Just remember, that according to Ngarewa Packer, that the maàori invited the British to join with 
Maaaori in governing New Zealand. The British could have refused the invitation as a total waste 
of time and resources but for some unfathomable reason decided to sign a treaty with a bunch 
of disparate chiefs. Were the British really that stupid?
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The rewilding of tribalism has been a Labour Party project since the mid 1970s, intended to 
shore up their electoral base as their traditional working class base de-unionised  and aspired to 
a middle class lifestyle.  The Frankenstein Labour have created is now out of control.  With an 
asset base of $70 billion plus on which it pays no taxes (thanks Helen Clark) , tribalism is the 
new vogue.  New Zealand faces now a choice between striving to remain a Western style 
democratic, developed nation with equal civil and political rights for all, or imitating a sub-
Saharan tribalist, corrupt and despotic sh"thole. 
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Isn't this where the referendum comes in? It occurs to me that one party who signed the treaty 
now wants a different result based on what they want today, not when it was originally agreed. 
So if it is agreed that the Maori are given all they want today doesn't that make the treaty void? 
And isn't it more important that the opinions of everyone involved be canvased? Isn't this the 
democratic way? The question is too important for politicians to make a decision on.
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Your 2004 Orewa Speech is a true masterpiece Don & I congratulate you for creating it. I haven’t 
listened to it for a few years but caught up with it again today on The Platform.

You could’ve been delivering that speech today or tomorrow - such is its relevance & 
significance right now, 20 years later. Its a sad indictment on New Zealand that not only have we 
not gone forward on these issues since 2004 but its fair to say we’ve gone drastically backwards.

NZ is at a serious crossroads & I’m not sure people realise just how serious.
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Another great post. I normally don't listen to audio posts because they take too long. But I'm 
sure Don Brash would agree that listening to following link would be 49 minutes of your time 
well spent. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/nz/podcast/where-should-the-treaty-of-waitangi-sit-within-our-
law/id1585099772?i=1000643873703
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When this bill gets as far as it can with the present agreement....we need to mount a huge 
campaign to advance it further to a referendum
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What sort of country do we want to be?

We want a unified, democratic country. There are many radical people now pushing for an 
apartheid system. The rhetoric towards our elected government is extremely inflammatory. 
Unprecedently so. Make no mistake, these people will not rest until they get their way. "What 
exactly is their way? I believe they want all the benefits of a civilised country without the 
boundaries of an elected government. They want to impose their tribal, primitive view on the 
whole population."
Most of us would probably prefer a modern, progressive nation like Switzerland or Singapore.

The question is whether enough indigenous people, ie: those born here, along with hardworking 
new immigrants are silly enough not to…
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If we wish to study the model for our nation's future, all we need is ponder the profusion and 
growth of criminal gangs in New Zealand = Mongrel Mob, Black Power, Killer Beez, etc. etc. The 
predominant ethnicity projects a clear picture of violent, criminal chaos.
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1. I would like to live in a true democracy, where everyone is treated equally, NO special 
favours for any group - period!

2. I would like to see a return to 'New Zealand' being held up as the true name of our fine 
country, no mixed names - the brand is New Zealand.

3. I would like to see a return to proper fact based education, the woke ideology removed 
and gender dysfunction assigned to the rubbish bin....STOP brainwashing children into 
thinking they are someone they aren't.

4. I would like to see a government that respects the voting base that put them there and 
carry out their promises without delay and not one that is fair weather and flips about 
under pressure.
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Could anyone in his or her right mind entertain the idea that Queen Victoria, at the height of the 
British Empire, would enter into a partnership with 100,000 or so illiterate cannibals on the far 
side of the world?  Or that one of her ambassadors or representatives enter into such a 
partnership on her behalf without being hung by the testicles from Tower Bridge, figuratively, of 
course, on his return?   Roger Dewhurst.
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You end your article above saying :  "I have no idea of course what will happen to ACT’s Treaty 
Principles Bill when it comes before Parliament".  You base this on Luxon stating "that National 
does not support the bill beyond its first reading".

Seymour has been quoted that he is happy just to know that National is not against it either.  In 
other words, Luxon will of course allow a conscience vote for his National members.  And 
nobody will vote against Seymour's bill - so the legislation will fly through.  If Luxon does not do 
this,  Brownlee  who (unlike cowardly, obedient  Mallard)  is his own man  will without a doubt 
demand a secret vote among all MPs.

Thus a referendum…
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If ACT’s Treaty Principles Bill gets thrown out at select committee there will be repercussions. I 
predict that National and New Zealand First* will be greatly destroyed at the next election as 
ACT take the main leadership role with Seymour as Prime Minister. As in the USA in 2016, the 
main parties here (Labour didn't and now National) aren't reading the room and will ultimately 
get a bloody nose in a general election.   *Edit thanks to Macademia
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Your comment , " legal definition of a “Maori” is anybody with a Maori ancestor." . That is incorrect 
! Anyone can say ; with out any Maori blood line " they are Maori and be granted the SAME , 
EXTRA PRIVILEGES over those of other ancestry : for government contrived advantages  from 
health to educational payments ! There is NO blood line requirement of any degree to call 
yourself Maori , NANA , ZIP , ZERO and ZILCH ! Prove to me that we don't have any Elisabeth 
Warrens in NZ  , that had a mosquito bite that had previously sucked blood from a 1/2 Maori 
blood line person and sucked on a non Maori person ! Please ci…
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Thank you Don for a sobering article.

Should we be embarrassed to ask to be an equal right citizens of New Zealand? You are either 
New Zealander or not. Do you have the higher values of this country in you or not? That is the 
question.
If National Party wants votes in the next election, it better be on the side of of EQUAL RIGHTS for 
all the citizens, and do something about it. Words wont suffice.
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What kind of country do we want to be?

Well I for one don’t like the current apartheid one we live in which was set in motion by the 
enacting of the 1975 Treaty of Waitangi Act.

Since then each successive government has tried to outdo each other in appeasing a minority 
of New Zealanders, based on FALSE information and FALSE Treaty documents, to create False 
Legislation to the detriment of the majority of New Zealanders.

It is time that the majority of New Zealanders forced to endure ‘unsubstantiated’ apartheid 
reforms, press this coalition government to repeal all Acts and statutes which give explicit 
recognition to the Treaty of Waitangi. 

They can ALL be swept away by a simple majority…
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By Hugh Perrett —-    I  VERY STRONGLY support Don’s views .
The “ Tiriti” was a direct translation into ‘ Maori’ from the Littlewood draft . Clearly the Littlewood 
document and te Tiriti were intended to have identical meaning ( and did , and still do ) with the 
meaning obviously effectively being dictated by the ‘ originating ‘ draft document , the 
Littlewood draft . Under the Treaty, Sovereignty was ceded by Maori FOREVER to Queen 
Victoria . UNARGUABLE !! Our democratic system / democracy was a direct outfall from the 
Treaty of Waitangi,  specifying the equality of status and  of rights of all INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS , 
with absolutely no place or role for tribal participation.. The numerous effor…
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This obsession with and constant disagreement about the Treaty of Waitangi has become rather 
monotonous, dull and boring.

Have we nothing better to do than argue about things that happened so long ago between 
people we never knew and in times we cannot really understand?

Can't we just get on with living here and now in a stable and harmonious nation with equal 
respect for one another regardless of our many differences?

Maybe we should be more concerned with what sort of society and culture we all want to live 
in?

The choices are TRIBALISM OR NATIONALISM.

Tribalism encourages us to identify according to our ancestry, gender, religion, political affiliation 
or other difference. 
This divides us into many tribes of "us" and "them" who compete…
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The Treaty Principles Bill states - "The government has the right to rule, we all have rights to our 
own property, and all citizens have equal rights"- .  How could any sensible, democratically 
minded citizen possibly disagree with that?  That simple statement defines New Zealand 
democracy. If New Zealanders understand this, the proposed referendum will be game, set and 
match.
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Don, well said.
The nub of this divisive issue is that there are zero Maori in New Zealand.
There are only part - Maori who at the most are 1/8th Maori but the overwhelming majority are 
1/16, 1/32 or 1/64th.
One of the most vociferous and racist is motormouth Willie Jackson who is merely 1/16 th 
Maori, in fact he is more Irish but that is not where the Gravy Train goes.
These odious, militant, racist part - Maori, multi - millionaire elite are only pontificating on their “ 
vulnerability “ so as to line their own pockets and those of their immediate family.
Te Reo Luxon lacks the guts to address this massive corruption and thievery of our taxes.

John McGregor
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Willie Jackson asks what have non maori got to worry about over co governance.  I ask Willie 
what have maori got to worry about over a referendum?
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What I've always envisaged new Zealand to be? A society free of any sort of shackle that binds 
them to any particular cause. A society united, because every person who lives here is not 
different, we are all the same. 
We all bleed when cut, we are as important as one another, regardless of background,  of race 
or skin color. We can have our differences on how to achieve what we have the ability to 
achieve,  but that is based on not race, not indigenous rights,  and not to be based on Jealousy 
of one another fostered by those who have made it their life's work to separate us for their own 
gain. 
The pushback must come quickly,  come hard…
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Don to me the most worrying statement in your excellent commentary is
 "What is surprising is the reluctance of the other coalition partners to endorse ACT’s proposed 
Bill."
Whilst it is clear that this issue was not seen by National to be a priority, now that they have 
inherited it courtesy of the coalition, it is difficult to understand what they could possibly have 
against a Bill and indeed a referendum designed to unite this nation like it hasn't seen the likes 
of before, except perhaps during the world wars.  My concern is twofold:
Firstly that National now includes closet left leaning liberal progressives of which Chris Luxon 
appears to be one, who if not for their interest in business…
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The question of who qualifies to be Māori does your arguments a serious disservice, Dr Brasch. 
Always did. It also belittles Māori.  

The exclusive privileges extended to Māori warrant the proper consideration, as should 
exclusive privileges extended to anyone else. Exclusive privileges are offensive and dangerous 
when they disenfranchise others or  marginalise them. 

Self-determination is only concerning as a privilege when others are not also entitled to the 
same degree of self-determination and recognition. I have no problem with Māori looking after 
their own health (after all, our present arrangements appear to have failed them). So long as our 
Indian, Asian and other Kiwi ethnicities are enabled to manage their own health systems too. 

Self-determination in constitutional affairs (local and…
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National and NZF need to get on board or they will be left at the station.
People power will eventually win the day irrespective of  the above two parties stance.
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People, especially the young have been sold into a mental and ideological captivity and slavery 
in all but name, this is what we have now post Adern/Hipkins. This is a very difficult situation to 
change in order to bring our country back to the pre-axis of evil times for example, however, it 
will require a leader (s) with unbendable strength to remove the misconceptions created and re- 
establish New Zealand as a one people-many cultures steady nation. But is Luxon the man to 
do this? Comprende?
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This is about Individualism versus Collectivism.  The Tribe is the original form of Collectivism, 
and the political dispensation that evolved from it is Individualism, and the associated political 
phenomena of Freedom and the Open Society.  The identical twin of Collectivism is, of course, 
Totalitarianism.  They go together as if they are the two sides of the same coin.  The Treaty 
brought Tribalism to an end and replaced that political dispensation with Individualism.  That 
means that the hitherto lowliest of the low of the Tribe was from that point equal in political 
status and rights with the Chief who signed the Treaty.

The problem that has developed over the past fifty years or so is that the radical left-wingers, 
who are…
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If we must consider the applicability of a document written in 2 languages generations ago, how 
about Micah chapter 6?
Which superseded the cult of Cybele ( the Greens subscribe to that one) and all the previous 
cults that demanded sacrifice of others. 

Go for maximum authority, not the lawyerish tricks of those weaponising the passive aggressive. 
I wish it were possible to think the National party were above that. 
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I find trhe misrepresentation of David Seymour’s intent horrifying. The lying rhetoric that is being 
employed is solely in the interests of those with a. Maori ancestor who have discovered a never 
ending gravy train. There are far more with a Maori ancestor who just want to pay their bills but 
are not even on the radar of the money grabbers. This is not about Maori New Zealanders, it is 
about all New Zealanders, those who love out country. 
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I would amend the passage below to the following:

"According to this view, those with some Maori ancestry, and of a Iwi particular class, have a 
superior right to be consulted about a whole range of policy issues, including what may be done 
with, or built on, land which has long been in private ownership."

If we take He Puapua as the manifesto of the radical 'co-governance' crowd, then the pages 
within this document make it plain that when they speak of Maori and Maori rights, they are not 
speaking of Maori generally, whom they dismiss as mere children unable to live lives without 
direction and control. According to He Puapua, and as demonstrated by the actions of those 
calling…

Macademia
16 hours ago
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M

Too right Don! I've just had a read of your full Orewa speech and it really says it all and could 
have been written today as things are exactly the same as 20 years ago --- sadly! 

Mike Houlding
16 hours ago
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M

And in spite of deliberate and devious disinformation from political opponents and the media 
the great majority of NZ'èrs would agree with you. 

Write a comment...
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