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NZ First leader Winston Peters talks to the media after his speech at the party launch in Auckland today.
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New Zealand First leader Winston Peters told supporters at a public meeting in Nelson on
Sunday that Maori are “not indigenous”.

“Here’s the rub if you are Maori. We’re not indigenous,” Peters claimed, according to a Historic Waikato bar has liquor licence
declined

report by Stuff.
“We come from Hawai-iki. Where’s our Hawai-iki? We think it is in the Cook Islands. We

think it’s in Rarotonga, but we’re not from here. 9 big questions over an EV road trip

“And [if] you go back 5000 years, we came with our DNA from China.”
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When contacted by the Herald after the meeting, Peters said his tribe Ngati Wai’s name
translates to “people of the sea”, and its members came to Aotearoa about 900 years ago

or longer.
109,000 Kiwis on
“We didn’t come 54,000 years ago, for example, like the Aboriginals in Australia,” the Jobseeker welfare
: . : for morethana
former deputy prime minister said.
year
“If our story says we came from Hawai-iki or this place from the Pacific, then it means >
we’re not indigenous. I’'m not trying to kid anybody, so why are we trying to kid each
other?”
Peters claimed the belief Maori were the indigenous people of New Zealand was a
. ” Auckland trains
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“Every tribe will have in its ancestry where it came from, and it’s not New Zealand,” he
said. “Why are we lying to each other? We should be believing in truths and not myths.”
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Peters also told the crowd the National Party and the Maori Party in 2010 signed up for

the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Undrip).

This declaration is an agreement which emphasises the rights of indigenous peoples to
live in diginity and maintain and strengthen their own institutions, cultures and
traditions. NZ First’s policy is to formally withdraw New Zealand from Undrip.

Peters also attacked what he described as the “two hospital systems”, calling them a
massive and total failure.

“One is Maori, which has been a massive failure, and the other one is a total failure as
well,” he said, according to Stuff.

“Te Whatu Ora, excuse me, | don’t want to speak the Maori language when | go to
hospital. | want to be fixed up whether | am European or Maori.”

In June, Te Whatu Ora - Health NZ has introduced
an “Equity Adjustor Score”, which uses an algorithm to prioritise patients according to
clinical priority, time spent on the waitlist, geographic location (isolated areas),
deprivation level and ethnicity.

In the ethnicity category, Maori and Pacific are top of the list, while European New
Zealanders and other ethnicities are lower-ranked.

Peters continued by claiming the Three Waters reforms are a programme designed “to
transfer the water ownership from the heavens to one race in this country - Maori”.

But Stuff reported he said no “ordinary Maori” believed water belonged to them - instead
it was members of the “Maori elite” that were “ramming this down our throats”.

The meeting at the Trafalgar Centre was attended by about 300 people.

The centre was also the venue for a Freedoms New Zealand protest where the party’s
supporters were chanting and waving flags.

Lincoln Tan specialises in covering stories around diversity and immigration. He’s
been a journalist at the Herald since 2006.
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] All Auckland train
services have been
stopped

Passengers on Auckland trains are being
warned to expect delays and the Onehunga
Line is at a standstill after all trains were
halted earlier this morning.

PREMIUM

Auckland trainissue'partially =~ Wyn Drabble: Exposed to the Historic Waikato bar has liquor

resolved’; Onehunga line still elements after Mjcldam Dog licence declined Cyberthreats set to evolvein
down drags me downhill 22 Feb 10:00 AM 2024
P 22Feb10:07 AM 22 Feb 10:01 AM

@he Aew Zealand Lerald ® X0 ® & 6

NZ HERALD SUBSCRIBER SERVICES NZME NETWORK

About NZ Herald NZ Herald e-editions The New Zealand Herald About NZME (4

Meet the journalists Daily puzzles & quizzes The Northland Age NZME careers (4

Newsletters Manage your digital subscription The Northern Advocate Advertise with NZME (4
Classifieds Manage your print subscription (4 Waikato Herald Digital self-service advertising (4§
Help & support Subscribe to Herald Premium Bay of Plenty Times Book your classified ad (4

Contact us Subscribe to the NZ Herald Rotorua Daily Post Photo sales

newspaper (4
House rules (4 Hawke's Bay Today NZME Events (4

Gift a subscription
Privacy Policy (4 Whanganui Chronicle

Subscriber FAQs _
Terms of use (4 Viva

“ N Subscription terms & conditions (4 .
Competition terms & conditions (4 NZ Listener

Promotions and subscriber benefits
What the Actual (@

Bundle subscriptions
Newstalk ZB (4§
BusinessDesk (4
OneRoof (4
Driven CarGuide (5

iHeart Radio (4 NZME.

Restaurant Hub (4 © Copyright 2024 NZME Publishing Limited



https://www.nzherald.co.nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/
https://advertising.nzme.co.nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/author/lincoln-tan/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/politics/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/topic/election-2023/
https://advertising.nzme.co.nz/
https://advertising.nzme.co.nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/election-2023-winston-peters-gets-back-on-the-horse-for-election-campaign-video/QIM7ZEKJHZDN5LRT7YO4SKKGQE/?ref=readmore
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/politics/winston-peters-promises-millions-in-compensation-to-vax-injured-and-people-mandated-out-of-work/3656DKDNVJE6HC6HBMNQFD27SE/?ref=readmore
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/politics/election-2023-winston-peters-claims-acts-attack-ad-proves-the-party-is-worried/SMF7GX52VJFWHE6CJGQADYLJYI/?ref=readmore
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/spy-society-queen-gilda-kirkpatrick-plays-host-to-political-parties/SPMV435WF5G7PCBQVSRVXA4XMU/?ref=readmore
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/auckland-surgeons-must-now-consider-ethnicity-in-prioritising-patients-for-operations-some-are-not-happy/ONGOC263IFCF3LADSRR6VTGQWE/
https://advertising.nzme.co.nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/kiwi-journalist-dan-wootton-says-he-is-completely-cleared-police-to-take-no-action-over-sex-allegations/SMR7KK2ZRBGIBHBWIOUAEIF6TU/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/all-auckland-train-services-have-been-stopped/PUFZ42CPH722TQD4V5NGNCRZAQ/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/all-auckland-trains-stopped-until-further-notice-due-to-kiwirail-infrastructure-issue/NB3BBTKFWJCEHDQVEIAXABXMZE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/exposed-to-the-elements-after-madam-dog-drags-me-downhill-wyn-drabble/AXA6L77HC5HFLLQJJKL2IBYKWQ/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/five-stags-pirongia-alcohol-licence-declined-by-waipa-district-licensing-committee/C5AQ5IGM3NE65D55G76WUYCUYE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/sponsored-stories/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/sponsored-stories/9-big-questions-over-an-ev-road-trip/JRGXJLVDQVCSVD6X34HK3SBUG4/#no_universal_links
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/helen-meads-callous-murderer-husband-released-on-parole-to-31-million-beachside-mansion/HUJ74KVPVVCMBKOSNGSOB2VGZA/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/crime/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/helen-meads-callous-murderer-husband-released-on-parole-to-31-million-beachside-mansion/HUJ74KVPVVCMBKOSNGSOB2VGZA/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/jobseeker-benefit-more-than-half-of-189000-kiwis-have-been-on-welfare-for-more-than-a-year/5Y2MNIG2BVEI7BH5ND4NIWAY2M/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/jobseeker-benefit-more-than-half-of-189000-kiwis-have-been-on-welfare-for-more-than-a-year/5Y2MNIG2BVEI7BH5ND4NIWAY2M/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/all-auckland-trains-stopped-until-further-notice-due-to-kiwirail-infrastructure-issue/NB3BBTKFWJCEHDQVEIAXABXMZE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/all-auckland-trains-stopped-until-further-notice-due-to-kiwirail-infrastructure-issue/NB3BBTKFWJCEHDQVEIAXABXMZE/
https://advertising.nzme.co.nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/all-auckland-train-services-have-been-stopped/PUFZ42CPH722TQD4V5NGNCRZAQ/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/all-auckland-train-services-have-been-stopped/PUFZ42CPH722TQD4V5NGNCRZAQ/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/all-auckland-trains-stopped-until-further-notice-due-to-kiwirail-infrastructure-issue/NB3BBTKFWJCEHDQVEIAXABXMZE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/all-auckland-trains-stopped-until-further-notice-due-to-kiwirail-infrastructure-issue/NB3BBTKFWJCEHDQVEIAXABXMZE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/exposed-to-the-elements-after-madam-dog-drags-me-downhill-wyn-drabble/AXA6L77HC5HFLLQJJKL2IBYKWQ/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/exposed-to-the-elements-after-madam-dog-drags-me-downhill-wyn-drabble/AXA6L77HC5HFLLQJJKL2IBYKWQ/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/five-stags-pirongia-alcohol-licence-declined-by-waipa-district-licensing-committee/C5AQ5IGM3NE65D55G76WUYCUYE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/five-stags-pirongia-alcohol-licence-declined-by-waipa-district-licensing-committee/C5AQ5IGM3NE65D55G76WUYCUYE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/sponsored-stories/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/sponsored-stories/cyberthreats-set-to-evolve-in-2024/4XALKETZKBEPBEJ7LCN3YHFPTE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/sponsored-stories/cyberthreats-set-to-evolve-in-2024/4XALKETZKBEPBEJ7LCN3YHFPTE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/nzherald.co.nz/
https://twitter.com/nzherald
https://www.instagram.com/nzherald/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/nzheraldtv
https://www.tiktok.com/@nzherald
https://www.threads.net/@nzherald
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/about-nz-herald-the-home-of-honest-impartial-and-independent-journalism/V7247WBR5BFWHM4ENZDM5OSTHU/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/journalists/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/my-account/profile/newsletters/?from=cmp
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/classifieds/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/help-and-support/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/help-and-support/contact-us/
https://www.nzme.co.nz/about-nzme/terms-conditions/nz-herald-s-house-rules/
https://www.nzme.co.nz/about-nzme/privacy-policy/
https://www.nzme.co.nz/about-nzme/terms-conditions/
https://www.nzme.co.nz/about-nzme/terms-conditions/#Benefit%20of%20Terms%20and%20Conditions
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/e-editions/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/puzzles-and-games/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/my-account/profile/details/
https://subscriptions.nzherald.co.nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/my-account/subscription/offers/
https://subscriptions.nzherald.co.nz/subscribe/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/my-account/subscription/gift-offers/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/help-and-support/subscriptions/
https://subscriptions.nzherald.co.nz/termsandconditions/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/promotions/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/promotions/double-access-for-half-the-price-when-you-subscribe-to-a-bundle/G6V6H4QMGVABTJZA4NSZLDVLNA/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northland-age/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/waikato-news/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/bay-of-plenty-times/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/rotorua-daily-post/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/hawkes-bay-today/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/whanganui-chronicle/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/viva/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/the-listener/
https://www.instagram.com/whattheactualnz/
https://www.newstalkzb.co.nz/
https://businessdesk.co.nz/
https://www.oneroof.co.nz/
https://www.drivencarguide.co.nz/
https://www.iheart.com/
https://www.restauranthub.co.nz/rh2/
https://www.nzme.co.nz/about-nzme/
https://careers.nzme.co.nz/
https://www.nzme.co.nz/advertise/
https://digital.adhub.co.nz/
https://nzherald.adperfect.com/channel/C0A801CA1130c23158TwS1300059/publication/C0A801CA1130c23287PjY130770F
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/photo-sales-how-to-buy-nz-herald-and-nzme-images/PO6GMZIKORI72BQWQK2H2HEQPE/
https://www.nzme.co.nz/nzme-brands/nzme-events/
https://www.nzme.co.nz/

