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Unless you were present to hear the Prime Minister deliver his State of the Nation 

speech on 18 February it was difficult to get the full speech. Chris Luxon mailed out 

only a few bullet points. TV One promised to give viewers a good look at it on the 6pm 

news that night, but that low-level reporter, Maiki Sherman, introduced her story with a 

whole lot of irrelevant stuff from the Big Gay Out before providing unrelated snippets of 

Luxon’s speech. The Herald left reporting the speech to Sam Hurley who interspersed 

a few of Luxon’s comments with only partially relevant counter arguments from the 

Leader of the Opposition, while failing to remind readers that the appalling educational 

and welfare statistics occurred under Chris Hipkins’ government. Make no mistake 

about it: the Main Stream Media are hard at work trying to undermine the new 

government.

In the end, I found the full speech. Clearly, it was no oratorical triumph; Chris Luxon has 

none of the charisma of John Key or the intellect of Helen Clark. But the tone of the 

speech was correct. Times are tough, and a more rigorous approach to welfare is 

urgently needed. Carmel Sepuloni left behind 70,000 more people on so-called 

“Jobseeker” unemployment benefits than were there in 2017 when she came to office. 

Luxon’s statistic that 2,000 young people receiving a youth payment or young parent 

payment are now expected to spend an average of 24 years of their working lives on a 

benefit is frightening. But as Lindsay Mitchell has pointed out on our site, the situation 

is much worse. More than one in five of all new babies being born today comes into a 

household dependent on a benefit. None of those children will grow up in a family that 

knows anything about self-reliance or working for a living.

Luxon’s speech was short of solutions. In that sense, National seems little better than 

Labour which, you’ll recall, came to office in 2017 after nine years in Opposition, with so 

little policy they needed more than 200 committees to advise them on what to do. 

Luxon points in the right direction, for the most part, but more than eighty days after 

coming to office he is still shy about specifics.

This is serious. Labour’s incompetent ministers became so reliant on their officials that 

the bureaucracy eventually came to feel that it owned the policies that emerged after 

2017. And right now, those same people are being asked to reverse or unscramble their 

own work. A fight back is underway. Already there have been at least two serious leaks 

from bureaucrats to journalists designed to embarrass the new Government: one a 

cabinet paper warning ministers about the political dangers in relation to their 

approach to Treaty issues, the other about financing build-to-rent housing. Several 

friends of mine who interface with departments working on the development of new 

policies tell me they have encountered what they sense are deliberate efforts by 

Wellington bureaucrats to ensure they won’t deliver what ministers have instructed. 

Wellington, as we all know, is now in the hands of the Greens, many of them harbouring 

ideology that would have survived comfortably in Bolshevik Russia.

Moreover, there are nearly 16,000 surplus civil servants who were casually popped on 

the public payroll by Jacinda Ardern and Chris Hipkins. A major exercise in patch 

protection is now underway by those whose jobs are threatened. Every RNZ news 

broadcast seems to contain a union threat about collapsing services if civil service jobs 

are pruned. But taxpayers were promised a reduction in staff numbers. And budgetary 

restraint in the current economic climate is fundamental.

Worse for the government, in the absence of Luxon’s clear indication of nuts and bolts 

solutions to the problems he outlined in his speech, ministers are dependent on the 

advice of many of the very people most hostile to their policies. I cannot recall a time 

when any government’s plans have been so threatened. Certainly, the basic public 

service ethos of employees needing to deliver the policies the public voted for is being 

challenged.

The Minister for the Public Service, Nicola Willis, ironically, is the very minister who 

under her other hat as Minister of Finance, has the most direct interest in the 

implementation of the new government’s policies. It’s certainly time for a new State 

Services head, and it might be time for a full-scale inquiry into the bureaucracy so that 

civil servants are told in no uncertain terms of the responsibilities that accompany the 

rather lavish salaries they enjoy. And any inquiry should include TVOne and RNZ that 

have been over-indulging the political whims of their employees ever since last 

October.
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I can't agree more: Cut all govt adevertising, and let the msm figure out where they are going 
to get thier revenue from. (Hint: Stop psuhing bullshit and do investigative journalism). Then 
abolish the State Services Commissioner's post, and get dept heads to report directly to their 
minister. Next, get the minster to take up office in the dept offices, and start driving the 
agenda.
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Michael I can only wholeheartedly agree with you. I try to persuade myself that Luxon is 
playing the "Good Cop" to Seymour's and Peter's "Bad Cop" but I'm not convinced. The civil 
service needs a ruthless clear out and new blood brought in under the condition that if they 
play politics then they're out! Department heads should have their bonuses determined by 
the achievement of their KPI's.
The media should have their taxpayer handouts stopped immediately. Let them survive, like 
the rest of us - on their performance. I couldn't care less if many of these journos end up on 
the heap and have to go and pick Kiwi fruit in order to keep their unemployment benefits at 
the end…
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https://youtu.be/g3K09GeC9q8?si=z_lXHJpClQ8sszD6.
That illustrates everything we already know re the duplicitous and unscrupulous behavior by 
the main stream media. 
That tap needs not just turning off, it needs to be taken away and removed entirely. 
What a revolting collection of self absorbed pathetic liars these people are. They are nothing 
more than a disgrace now, an embarrassment,  and deserve only opprobrium and derision 
from us as their employer .
Lop the barstads off knee height. 
Ill happily fund truth and , balanced reporting,   but no fucking way will i continue to subsidize  
a bunch of drooling halfwits starry-eyed with self importance ,  self absorbed  with their own 
percieved chokka block full to the brim of bullshit half truths any longer. 
It's…
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What can one say ?.. 
Cannot add much when even the established from the establishment is now disgusted with 
the internal behavior.
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The fascistic left bureaucrats & MSM in Europe have also lost touch with their farmers & 
people;

https://europeanconservative.com/articles/commentary/ignore-the-far-right-slurs-the-
fighting-farmers-are-simply-right/

The dictatorial hyper-liberal globalist elite everywhere use state funded media & all manner 
of dirty tricks to paint nationalist & conservatives as rightist extremists. This divide & conquer 
strategy is a desperate attempt to hold onto their global hegemony. 

As mentioned in this article theses arseholes have dug deep into the fabric of our society & 
control things from within. If we're to move forward as a unified nation they must be rooted 
out & removed form positions of power & influence. A widespread purge is in order. 

To be old school conservative or nationalistic right today, not centre right liberal like…
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For the media, time for a bit of the old school carrot and stick approach. I'd get two or three 
trusted hard nosed pragmatists (Stephen Joyce etc) and task them to come back in three 
months with a new media funding model ***smiles nicely***
I would in parallel sack the governance layer of each state owned media enterprise and 
replace them with competent, professional Governance experts. Get the boards to hire 
focussed and proven CEOs and give them very clear mandates to do a root and branch clean 
out of the business units.
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Commenting as Johanna
Taxpayer funded RNZ is patently subversive, anti government, pro separatism and endorsing 
the  Maori sovereignty agenda through both  its employees and programming. This is not in 
the national interest, or serving the democractic premise national cohesion of one country, 
one flag, one people all working together for the common good.

If National had the courage of its convictions, it would reset our national broadcasting service 
by making the RNZ board, producers, staff, researchers and broacasters redundant. Have 
them reapply for their jobs under a new regime where all state broadcasting is solely in 
English, factual, newsworthy and politically impartial, absolutely no personal opinions of staff 
board or broadcasters permitted to be broadcast on air at threat of…
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You're being far too nice, My Luxon, and to the point of looking weak.

Show weakness and your bullies will own you forever.

evansmccready
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Ok Michael.
You have been at the coal face.
Why isn't there an appetite for it to happen?
My guess is we don't have enough able people left who are impartial.
The left scourge has disabled our public service.
Anyone in office who undermines the coalitions plan needs to be removed immediately.
The ministers all need to step up.
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Something has got to happen with our ridiculously left biased MSM. Last nights masthead on 
TV1 news was a nice 5 minute slot gleefully explaining how Labour has fought back in the 
opinion polls ( their opinion poll) and and and look how this looks in seats in the house. WHAT 
??? .who cares? The election is at the end of 2026. A total waste of time and money but left 
bias propaganda non the less. I was caught out here as I’m normally tuned into a replay of 
Bonanza at that time
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National never understood how to fight the reds. They have treated Labor and the Greens  like 
players in a game of cricket, they don't know how to fight dirty like them. Luxon has come 
from a sheltered background and probably never got into a playground fight     That's why the 
WW2 vet, Muldoon was hated by the reds so much. Winston Peters took many lessons from 
him, they both knew how to scrap. Give Luxon his knighthood and tell him to bugger off!  
There must be better a better leader in National, surely? There's less than 3 years to change 
things back and a whole lot of work to do!
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To date: 4 messages to   PM Luxon/Minister Lee to tackle the MSM to stop the damage this  is 
causing.   All ignored.

cygnets1066
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Deal to the media then the government bureaucrats don’t have a platform  to “leak” to and 
make mischief.
Just the odd casual conversation with those around me still leaves me flabbergasted as they 
buy the Herald, watch TV 1 and TV3, listen to Stuffed, RNZ and BELIEVE everything they hear 
because “they wouldn’t lie to us”.
Sometimes I feel defeated by it all, there is such a large percentage of the population that is 
too lazy or too fearful to think and question.
In New Zealand (this unparalleled utopia worth fighting for) there is an entire orchestra of 
Neros fiddling while Rome burns….
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Mr. Bassett is wrong!

This is not "Christopher Luxon's government".
It is OUR government and the people working there are OUR EMPLOYEES.

Their job is not to decide what is "good for us" and spend our money as they like to.
There job is obey and serve the majority of the people and especially those productive 
working ones whose daily efforts pay their wages.

Does Mr. Luxon understand what the working people think about having their incomes taken 
from them and given to others who do nothing but pretend to be "poor me" victims of "social 
injustice"?
Probably not because he is more accustomed to bossing working people around and will find 
it very difficult to accept that he is now their employee.
Someone needs to…
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This was the main headline on Newshub feed this afternoon. It's a classic example of the left 
wing garbage spewed out by the MSM trying to undermine the democratically elected new 
coalition Government. Oh the outrage, when billions of taxpayers money has been wasted 
over the past 6 years under Labour.. 

https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/politics/2024/02/waka-kotahi-bought-new-unbranded-
hi-viz-jackets-for-pm-entourage-for-highway-re-opening.html

No one on this forum ever mentions the elephant in the room that a vast majority of the MSM 
these days are made up of woke feminists who are always outraged and mortally offended by 
anything that differs from their opinion, will never publish anything that paints white males in a 
positive light and use a victim mentality. as an excuse for everything. Look at how they 
fawned…
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Righto,  first things come first… funny that saying isn’t it.!
Deal to the media and this is first .  Until this is achieved dissent will prevail and spill over to the 
unwitting public who know no better .  Then the education sector , don’t bail the universities , 
actually pressure them to cut the racial bleeding courses. Until these basic things are 
addressed all the state services and their ani government employees will just feed away. 
The shit fights will happen so best deal to the leftist armoury first.  Pissing against the wind if 
these two issues are not achieved 
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Right on the money. 
If only Luxon could be this direct and persuasive.  But he is getting better and we mustn't 
judge him too soon.
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Luxon doesn't seem at all determined. THAT is the problem!
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I couldn't believe TV3 6pm News's beatup on NZTA having to fork out $300 non-branded high 
viz vests for Luxon and co cos the old ones said Waka Kotahi. Peanuts - you couldn't fix a 
pothole for that money. Couldn't they just have printed some NZTA stickers FFS
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6 days ago

Like Reply 55 Likes

A

You write above : "Clearly, [Luxon's speech]  was no oratorical triumph; Chris Luxon has none 
of the charisma of John Key or the intellect of Helen Clark".

Is that really relevant??  Does it matter??  Luxon is who he is - like everyone of us is.  He is our 
Prime Minister.  And just why should he make this particular State of the Nation Speech an 
oratorical  masterpiece - something special?  

Since the election we have heard no end of "state of nation" reports.  It is quite obvious to all of 
us that Labour  failed miserably caring responsibly for  New Zealand over the last 6 years. 
Luxon is determined to correct it all. Let us back him wholeheartedly in that.
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