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OPINION

t appears that Christopher Luxon is going to sell us all out to Maori
radicals and agitators. It is very hard not to come to that conclusion,
after his dancing on the head of a pin over support for David Seymour’s

Treaty Principles Bill. It would seem that he has now wedgied himself:

Finally it came without any implicit ifs, buts and maybes attached: a firm
statement from Prime Minister Christopher Luxon that National will
not support Act’s controversial Treaty Principles Bill into law.

The one line in Act’s coalition agreement committing National to allow it
to get to select committee has caused Luxon headaches ever since it was
signed and he has finally made it clear that National will not
support it beyond that point – even if there is a massive
groundswell of public support for it.

He even set his expected date of death for the fraught bill which has not
even yet been born: he hopes it will be done and dusted by the end of the
year.

While Luxon has consistently said he does not support a referendum, he
has repeatedly, and perhaps inadvertently, left a small question mark
hanging about whether he might be persuaded to support the bill beyond
that point.

He has clearly now decided that avoiding pre-emptively ruling out
supporting the bill to spare himself any angst from Act leader David
Seymour is simply not worth it. The angst on display at Waitangi as Luxon
is trying to build trust among iwi was evidence of that.

So when he was asked if National would consider supporting it if there was
overwhelming public support for it in submissions or the select committee,
he again said a firm no. Asked if National would consider it if the
referendum element was removed, again, a firm no.

Christopher Luxon is wetter than an otter’s pocket, and it appears that he is
going to sell us all out to Maori radicals and agitators.

He’s now wedged himself rather badly, stuck between NZ First and Act, who
are going to squeeze his nuts on this issue, especially when polls start coming
out showing that this policy initiative is popular.

I can imagine Don Brash and Hobson’s Pledge are salivating about running a
Citizens Initiated Referendum on this issue in the lead-up to the next
election. Don Brash told me as much in my interview with him on RCR
yesterday. Imagine a billboard on the way to Auckland Airport on the route
Luxon takes explaining to all and sundry that it looks like Luxon will sell us
all out.

If Luxon keeps on being squishy on this issue then he is ensuring that Act
and NZ First are going to profit from that, especially Act.

Imagine the outrage amongst his MPs where a robust campaign on this issue
may cost some MPs their seats. Act has already shown a willingness to do
this, both in Epsom and in Tamaki. They will identify electorates that look
like Epsom and Tamaki, older, wealthier and with a decent-sized Asian
population. Seats like Upper Harbour, East Coast Bays, North Shore,
Pakuranga, and the Prime Minister’s own electorate of Botany.

Labour are crewed in campaigning on this and if Luxon continues to oppose
it then he will rightly be labelled as Labour-Lite.

You do have to wonder though just precisely what sort of game Luxon is
playing here, allowing something to only get as far as the first stage is kind of
pointless, and in the process he insults his coalition partner.

Is Luxon going to sell us out? It sure looks like it.
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rantykiwi  

Reply •

− ⚑Mod

a day ago

Luxon, like Key before him, sits somewhere to the Left of H1's last government. Of course he's
going to sell us out.

 38  0

LNF  

Reply •

− ⚑> rantykiwi

a day ago  edited

You are 100% correct. Neither Luxon nor Key have the interests of NZ foremost in
their actions. Don't forget also Key jumped ship just like Ardern and never forget -
the Indigenous agreement and the seabed and foreshore legislation 
People have not been sure about Luxon and we might start to see why.

 15  0

Rob G  

Reply •

− ⚑> LNF

21 hours ago

Selected then elected the illusion you had a choice.

 1  0

Suze  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

Luxon may ignore public opinion at his peril but he stands to lose the cohesiveness of the
coalition if he’s not careful. I hope behind closed doors they agree on a tactic to lay this treaty
nonsense to bed because it’s what the public wants.

 19  0

xbolt  

Reply •

− ⚑> Suze

a day ago

The only way I can see that now is let NZ1st loose and Legislate away the need for a
Referendum but...any future Govt can then Legislate it all back in again.

 1  0

Ken Millward  

Reply •

− ⚑> xbolt

a day ago

You are so right, this issue needs a very clear mandate that only a
referendum can give.

 7  0

Keruru  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

This ain't over. The issue has been raised and it will not be stopped by the PM, who is active
as if he only wants a one term government.

 15  0

Nemo  

Reply •

− ⚑> Keruru

a day ago

This one issue if not handled right by National will see them loose all but the die
hard voters in the next election. There is a very good reason National vote wasn't
what they wanted, because the electorate doesn't trust them, the public just wanted
Labour out!
So, if an election is forced by not having the numbers Luxon you will find out very
quickly the mood of the public. I think the issue is so important an early election
could be the answer.

 25  0

Chris  

Reply •

− ⚑> Nemo

a day ago

I did not vote for National in Party Vote but did vote for the electorate MP,
as he is a good bloke, but maybe I will look elsewhere for the Electorate
MP. I have pretty much always voted national until a couple of elections
ago, although I did vote for Bruce Beetham once!

 5  0

Ross  

Reply •

− ⚑> Chris

a day ago

You are the voter I wrote about. I am much the same as you. I
knew Bruce, he was a good guy. I even voted for the Values Party,
but I was very young!

 1  0

Chris  

Reply •

− ⚑> Ross

a day ago

Yes, Bruce was good for Rangitikei at the time, and projects were
completed.

 0  0

SpencerArnold  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

The moment Chris Luxon changed the message he was delivering, the MSM got confirmation
that if they hammer him hard enough and long enough, they can influence his behaviour.
Dumb, dumb mistake.

 44  0

Non-Woke Bloke  

Reply •

− ⚑> SpencerArnold

a day ago

Typical CEO behaviour - not the behaviour one would expect from a committed
Political Leader..
Time, methinks, for a change at the head of National (really just Labour -lite).
When will the rest of the coalition MP's enforce the changes they all campaigned on
??
Has Luxon once again shut the party down to the point hat they have to raise their
hands to get "permission" to go to the toilet ??

 11  0

Chris  

Reply •

− ⚑> Non-Woke Bloke

a day ago

If you liken the National Party to any Company, the Board of the Company
set direction and the CEO ( Luxon) puts the policy in place. Wonder what
the National board think of this, or are they all in his pocket?

 4  0

The_Ponderer  

Reply •

− ⚑> Chris

a day ago

I'd say the board is in on it also, and Luxon just represents them.
National has been this way for far longer than just under Luxon's
leadership. Do I need to start listing things John Key did or is my
point clear?

 9  0

AVNAGO  

Reply •

− ⚑> Chris

a day ago

I'd say the board is behind it, their picks for leaders of late, all
exhibit similar traits. Luxon has so far repelled the media scrum,
that the others folded at.
Luxon should be reminded, as a CEO, his responsibilities also
include what is best for the shareholder., but feeling his wetness,
he is likely to favour "stakeholders"

 2  0

The_Ponderer  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

If ACT and NZFirst are serious enough about this, they can force his hand by committing to
bringing down the government if he doesn't pass it. It's the one important issue those parties
both agree on, and which most National voters also want, it should be the one thing they can
get actually implemented. If National won't implement what they agree on and their own
rank-and file approve, they certainly won't implement the individual desires of the coalition
partners. Peters and Seymour do have the power to make this happen, let's see if they use it or
are also wet like Luxon.

 31  0

caraboo55  

Reply •

− ⚑> The_Ponderer

a day ago

That was my take on it also, if it has the support of the majority, then ACT and NZF
can force Luxon by threatening to bring down the govt, they have the numbers and
the power to do it,

 5  0

RPP  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

You get Status Quo! You get Status Quo!
YOU ALL GET STATUS QUO!

Luxon read up on the Whigs and thought "I can do that"

 2  0

Chris  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

Is this Nationals Line of Luxon's line. Was this decided by the National Party, the MPs and all,
or is this just Luxon's idea. Shame on him if it is. What about a conscience vote on it Mr L?

 5  0

Non-Woke Bloke  

Reply •

− ⚑> Chris

a day ago

I agree that the MPs need to cast a conscience vote and that it probably should be
made public so that we can all see who really supports Mr L.

 9  0

Peter Fraser  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

Luxon’s political career after his corporate background has a WEF stamp on it.

 16  0

Kirsty  

Reply •

− ⚑> Peter Fraser

19 hours ago  edited

Even more obvious if you read about his background in a series written by Steve
"Snoopman" Edwards. He was groomed for the job of PM over the years imo. How
often does a new member of a party become leader within a year or two? It normally
takes years. Politics is dirty and its the public who are being taken for a ride.

 1  0

Eliora  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

So its finito? How does it work? 
National have the numbers to kill it off, no matter what the outcome of the peoples wishes at
first reading and select committee level?

Luxon may not want a referendum, but he can not seriously think he can sweep the Maori
elite grab for power and rule under a back room mat and leave it as that.

Cease all things He Pua pua. What does that mean in Nationals thinking? Tell NZ. 
Its so disappointing to see the National Party, lead by Luxon, pulling away.

 14  0

Max H  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

Yes he will , just like the climate change con , the $30B , just like keeping that woman in tak
payers slush fund , that's why I would never vote for him he's a flake

 25  0

Blake187  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

Comes as no surprise to me.
Luxon is a WEF disciple.

 15  0

mcvic  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago  edited

Is Luxon a leader that will go against the weight of public opinion and support cronyism and
corruption?
It doesnt appear so. Luxon is delivering soft soaping, appeasement messaging and actions.
Oh well never mind NZers will swallow this because we go along to get along.

 5  0

Barry Hollocks  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

If Luxon is going to sell us out, Seymour had better succeed with radical liberalization of
firearm law. We're gonna need it for the civil war.

 5  0

The_Ponderer  

Reply •

− ⚑> Barry Hollocks

a day ago

If Luxon won't do this, which everyone on this side of politics wants, then he
certainly won't allow ACT to achieve anything with firearms, which is more
controversial.

 4  0

Kat Baby  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

Didn't quite a few of us point this out before the election?

 18  0

Over It  

Reply •

− ⚑> Kat Baby

21 hours ago

And were chastised for pointing it out as well!

 2  0

Alan Hancox  

Reply •

− ⚑> Kat Baby

21 hours ago

Certainly did.

 2  0

Don W  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

So Luxon doesn't believe in democracy, Of the people ,by the people ,for the people. He said,
'The treaty is akin to a partnership between crown and maori'.What about non maori don't we
exist. So the separatist agenda will continue. United we stand , Divided we fall.

 13  0

Gabriel  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

I'm hoping this is all in the agreed script. Luxon plays Brer Rabbit while Seymour informs and
stirs up the voters. The bill sits at first reading for all to refer to in the 2026 election
campaign. The election will be the referendum.

 6  1

The_Ponderer  

Reply •

− ⚑> Gabriel

a day ago

You're dreaming. That is the exact opposite of National's long-term trajectory, so it's
not the plan. National has been selling us out to Maori for a long time - it was they
who signed the UN indigenous people's thing that even Helen Clark refused to sign,
and which lies behind a lot of the recent rot. What's happening here is that the fake
image to voters is being peeled away and we're seeing the true ugliness underneath.
It's not an illusion.

 20  0

Ross  

Reply •

− ⚑> The_Ponderer

a day ago

Sadly I agree that this has been their trajectory over decades, and is the
reason I have not given my party vote to National since the mid nineties.
They go along to get along and want to be seen as nice.
It is rather too late for this now. They will change direction because they
have to.

 5  0

Rob G  

Reply •

− ⚑> Ross

21 hours ago

Everyone would like to think they will change direction however
look at everything that is not happening because they have
stonewalled everything since 2020, there is no judicial support
something has been dismantled and we no longer live in the
world we think we do.
They have a job to do and at some point people need to accept
they are not going to help us. The illusion of democracy is to keep
us in check until its too late.
When will it be too late?

 2  0

Ross  − ⚑

a day ago

Like any corporate leader he is feeling for the centre. He may be surprised how far the centre
has moved from the left.
Of course corporate leaders make mistakes, and misread the mood of their supporters. Bud
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Reply •

Of course corporate leaders make mistakes, and misread the mood of their supporters. Bud
lite anyone? 
Political parties however are similar but not identical to corporations. Their members of
parliament must always look in two directions at once. Both at the electorate and to their
party bosses. An electorate member much more to their electorate, the list mp to the party
boss. 
The party bosses are more attuned to the national mood rather than the local electorates.
They can count. They KNOW that successive polls over decades have consistently shown that
80% of the people when asked directly do not want race based seats or wards.
They realise that this 80% will seriously affect their party vote. This means that where they
might struggle to hold electorate seats if National goes soft under Luxon, they will be
powerless to stop the party vote flowing to ACT and NZF.
Quiet words will be spoken both in the National Party HQ and in the Coalition Meetings.
To Luxon: The first rule in politics, Chris, is don’t get wedged. Issue a clarifying statement to
obfuscate in the very best Sir Humphrey manner.
From Winston to Seymour: Watch him squirm. 
Oh to be a fly on the wall!
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Nemo  

Reply •

− ⚑> Ross

21 hours ago

Luxon doesn't seem to understand that most voters know he has masters off shore
and that's the cause of their gradual decline over the years but ignoring the people
on this issue may do damage to National that not even the spin from his masters
dumped on the people will work.
Like in war, to win and have a lasting peace you must capture the hearts and mind of
the people, Luxon and National are doing the opposite. Sorry National but the far off
2026 election is not going to make this go quiet but it will fester like a boil, the
electorate will vote with their feet.
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Brian Dingwall  

Reply •

− ⚑

a day ago

If, as we learned from Elizabeth Rata here last night, this bill reveals we face the important
constitutional choice between democracy and re-tribalism, then Luxon better pretty soon
identify which side of the divide he sits on (or has he?). 
Better he gets splinters in his backside from sitting on the fence a lot longer than clearly
siding with the tribalists. Even better to come out as clearly as Brash, and Rata, and most
here, on the side of representative democracy.
If not, he won't have to worry about the opposition, his enemies will be behind him, on his
own side of the aisle.
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a day ago

This is exactly what will be required, and will most likely be successful, all at National's cost:

"I can imagine Don Brash and Hobson’s Pledge are salivating about running a Citizens
Initiated Referendum on this issue in the lead-up to the next election. Don Brash told me as
much in my interview with him on RCR yesterday. "
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− ⚑

a day ago

If this doesn't motivate National supporters, then nothing well, and it will spell the end of the
National Party. When the UK conservatives go down at their next election it will catch on
here.
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a day ago

Of course Laborlite Luxon will sell his voters out to the Maori radicals. I hope the rest of the
national caucus have the guts to push back on him.
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M C Chinaman  
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− ⚑> PaulW

a day ago

If a few polls show a significant loss of support to ACT and NZF, then there will
certainly be push from their (admitedly talented) back bench who will be concerned
about re-election.
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a day ago  edited

".. he has finally made it clear that National will not support it beyond that point – even if
there is a massive groundswell of public support for it."

So Luxon totally rejects the principles of democracy and elections then?
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Rob G  
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− ⚑> Wibble

20 hours ago

Nothing can be fixed in a world of ignorance.

⛺
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Dianne  
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− ⚑> Wibble

15 hours ago

So he is no longer the leader of a democratic country. He is going to carry out his
masters voice - and ignore the people he is supposed to be representing. Knew he'd
be trouble so in no way, nor in any NO shape and form didIi vote for him or
National. Left side of the same face. He'll loose the next election - and people will
FINALLY wake up. Those in power do NOT represent the people. They repreent
those that supported them into power both from within New Zealand and from
overseas.
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a day ago

If Luxon does not want to deliver, could he be "rolled" by enough pressure put on his MPs?
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